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Chapter 1 Test File

Essay Questions.

A. Congress’s approval ratings often lag behind those of the president and the Supreme Court.  What features of Congress and American politics contribute to Congress’s standing with the public?

B. What are the major trends in the composition of Congress?  How is the changing membership of Congress likely to affect congressional decision making?

C. Political scientist Robert Dahl is concerned about the rise of “plebiscitary politics.”  What is plebiscitary politics?  What are its causes and consequences?

D. The importance of committees and parties in congressional decision making has changed in recent decades.  What changes have occurred?  Why have these changes occurred?

Multiple Choice Questions.

1. The performance ratings of Congress, historically,

a. have had no relation to the president’s performance rating.

b. tend to be equal to the president’s performance rating.

c. tend to be higher than the president’s performance rating.

d. tend to be lower than the president’s performance rating.

2. The rapid advancement of communications technology

a. has made developing a large membership base more important for interest groups.

b. has led legislators to conduct most of their business from outside of Washington.

c. has allowed small interest groups with money to influence Congress more effectively.

d. may lead to roll-call voting from internet terminals in home states.

3. Plebiscitary politics, the increase in congressional members’ direct contact with their constituents, 

a. is applauded by everyone because of its democratic nature.

b. represents one of Madison’s aspirations for the national legislature.

c. may actually undermine representation.

d. has reduced the advantage incumbents enjoy in elections.

4. The potential effects of plebiscitary politics, the increase in congressional members’ direct contact with their constituents, include which of the following?

a. improved quality of representation

b. public opinion winning over the public interest

c. little manipulation of public opinion by legislators

d. improved deliberation in Congress

5. The close relationship between governing and campaigning is exemplified by

a. the use of political consultants and pollsters in legislative battles.

b. limiting campaign fundraising to late in election years.

c. little fundraising by top congressional leaders.

d. low levels of partisanship in Congress.

6. Which of the following statements is true about the interest group community?

a. The interest group community has become less diverse during recent decades.

b. The number of interest groups has fallen in recent decades.

c. Campaign finance laws have reduced the number of interest groups contributing to campaigns.

d. Advances in technology have allowed groups with small memberships to reach a large number of people.

7. As the North and Midwest regions of the United States are suffering economic and population losses,

a. it has become easier for Congress to pass bills to aid them.

b. they are losing representation in Congress.

c. has contributed to the more Republican and conservative balance in Congress.

d. the South has become more completely dominated by the Democratic party.

8. Which of the following statements is true about the representation of women and minorities in Congress?

a. No woman has served as the top leader of one of the four congressional parties.

b. Many African-American Republicans serve in Congress.

c. No women serve in the Senate.

d. The number of women and minority legislators has increased in recent decades.

9. The most common previous occupation of members of Congress is

a. lawyer.

b. business executive.

c. farmer.

d. educator.

10. Political scientist Richard F. Fenno, Jr., argues that frequent change in party control of Congress

a. hinders the efficient conduct of business.

b. discourages compromise and pragmatism.

c. encourages political moderation.

d. undermines democracy and accountability.

11. The post-reform Congress (after the 1970s)

a. became very decentralized after small groups like subcommittees gained independence.

b. has been dominated by committee chairs.

c. has become more centralized than expected.

d. has been less partisan.

12. Factors that contribute to the negative public views of Congress include

a. the “tabloidization” of media coverage of politics.

b. members defending the institution in their campaigns.

c. the absence of scandals in Congress in recent decades.

d. the extensive coverage that the media gives to the details of public policy.

13. Which of the following is a factor contributing to the rising number of interest groups?

a. the decrease in real estate costs in Washington, D.C.

b. the expanding scope of the federal government

c. the declining diversity of American society

d. new lobbying regulations

14.  The campaign finance reforms in the early 1970s

a. banned personal spending by candidates on their own campaigns.

b. increased the reliance of candidates on parties for funding.

c. banned soft money contributions to election campaigns.

d. allowed corporations to create political action committees.

15. As a result of the increased complexity of issues facing Congress,

a. fewer bills involve multiple committees.

b. less legislation requires the application of scientific or technical knowledge.

c. more issues must be considered in the context of policy on other issues.

d. the number of pages enacted into law has declined.

16.  Which of the following statements is true about Congress and the war on terrorism?

a. Executive branch officials are very willing to reveal information to members of Congress.

b. No members of Congress are involved for the sake of protection of information.

c. Congress has no mechanisms for keep national security secrets secret.

d. Congress is at a disadvantage to the president in shaping policy about the war on terrorism.

17. Which of the following statements is true about Congress in recent decades?

a. Budget constraints have been loosened so that Congress has been able to create more new federal programs.

b. Individualism has been tempered.

c. Committees are more autonomous.

d. Decision making is less partisan.
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