






























































































































































































































168 AGAINST ALL ODDS

tive educational systems and clinical institutions of the country, who carried 
with him to untold others their combined legacies, while creating his own. 
One of his sons, Charles V. DePriest, graduated with the Harvard Medical 
Class of 982.

Postscript: Oscar’s illness, the progression and severity of which I was well 
aware, ended quietly, in the early morning of July 4th, 2003. He was able to re-
view early drafts of this note and approved of the content. A memorial service 
was held in July, an obituary appeared in the Washington Post, and I posted 
a note on class of ’50 website. He was interred at Arlington National in Au-
gust of this year.

Headquarters, Department of the Army, Office of the Surgeon General and 
the Deputy Surgeon General for Mobilization and Reserve Affairs promoted 
Oscar V. DePriest IV to the rank of (two-star) Brigadier General on Satur-
day, the sixth day of December, 2003 at  o’clock  at Hanscom Air Force Base 
in Bedford, Lincoln, Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts.



JOHN C. NORMAN
Matriculated 950
GRADUATED HARVARD MEDICAL CLASS OF 954

Autobiography

BIRTHPLACE: CHARLESTON, WEST Virginia, May , 929
Parents: John C. Norman Sr., architect and structural en-
gineer who established both of those departments at West 
Virginia State College, 99; and Ruth Stephenson Norman, 
American English educator in the Kanawha Valley 99–98, 
Howard and Columbia Universities, 99 and 934.
Godfathers: Mordecai W. Johnson, who became president of 
Howard University in 924; and John W. Davis, president of 
West Virginia State College, who received his honorary de-
gree from Harvard University in 950.

HMS. Retrospective
Ours was the Harvard of James Bryant Conant as president and William 
Bender as dean of the college, when approximately one thousand freshmen 

John C. Norman. (Photo in 
Aesculapiad, 1954. Courtesy 
of the Office of Alumni Affairs, 
Harvard Medical School.)
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were admitted, to live in the Yard their 
first year, and approximately five hun-
dred elected to pursue pre-medical cur-
ricula while living in one of the Houses, 
along the Charles River, over the next 
four years. Henry Kissinger was an older, 
but unknown classmate. Jerry Rappaport, 
father of a recent Massachusetts guber-
natorial hopeful and the future builder of 
Charles River Park, played touch football 
with us along the River in front of Dun-
ster House. I called room F6 home and 
shared F-Entry with Dan Federman, then 
a gifted social relations major who mi-
nored in the pre-med sciences. Gordon 
Fair was housemaster and Mrs. DiPento 
saw to our receiving a balanced diet, with 
chocolate ice cream and éclairs every 
Wednesday evening. Louis Fieser taught 
the memorable “Chem 20” course in bio-
chemistry and Alfred Sherwood Romer 
taught comparative anatomy. Mitch Rabkin, also of F-Entry, will remem-
ber our mnemonic for the cranial nerves: “Our old ostracoderm took three 
about faces and vaguely faced himself.” George Wald held us enthralled ev-
ery morning with his lectures in biochemistry, which included some of his 
work on the biochemistry of vision, for which he subsequently received the 
Nobel Prize. George Kistiakowski, rumored to have been at Alamogorda 
with Oppenhiemer, saying “it probably will . . . go off,” regaled and bewildered 
graduate and undergraduate students alike regarding the intricacies of phys-
ical chemistry. Winston Churchill gave the commencement address the year 
before, and The Gathering Storm and four other volumes of his memoirs 
were best sellers exhibited in every window of the many bookstores in Har-
vard Square. Henry Morganthau Jr. and John Maynard Keynes met at Bret-
ton Woods near Mount Washington to set up the International Monetary 
Fund and establish the gold standard just six years earlier. As pre-medical 
hopefuls, academic excellence was established as our priority and medium 
of exchange. In 949, from F-entry alone, Federman was accepted to HMS 
and Arthur Sicular, Robert Hamlisch, and Jack Durell went to Yale Medical. 
The following year, from the same Dunster House entry, I was accepted to 
HMS, and Mitch Rabkin followed the next year.

Our Harvard Medical School was that of Reginald Fitz Jr. as dean of stu-

Dr. John C. Norman (left) with 
Dr. Denton A. Cooley (right), 
at the Texas Heart Institute 
Cullen Cardiovascular Surgical 
Research Laboratories in 1975. 
(Photo courtesy of the Texas 
Heart Institute.)




































































































































































































