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Introduction

There are two parts of noncommutative algebraic geometry – pseudo-geometry and
geometry. Pseudo-geometry stretches our language identifying (different types of) cate-
gories, or algebras, or sheaves of sets on certain (pre)sites with ’spaces’; and geometry
tries to associate with these ’spaces’ some geometric spaces which are topological spaces
with additional structures. In the commutative case, the additional sturcture is a structure
sheaf – a sheaf of rings whose stalks at points are local rings.

The main conceptual achievement of the geometric part of non-commutative algebraic
geometry was the discovery (in the middle of eighties) of the spectrum Spec(−) of ’spaces’
represented by abelian categories. Thanks to remarkable properties of this spectrum, a
’space’ X represented by a svelte abelian category CX is naturally realized as a stack of
categories on the topological space Spec(X) whose fibers at points are “local categories”,
which is a non-commutative analog of a locally ringed topological space [R5]. If CX is
the category of quasi-coherent sheaves on a quasi-compact quasi-separated commutative
scheme, then the spectrum Spec(X) is homeomorphic to the underlying space of the
scheme and the scheme itself can be reconstructed uniquely up to isomorphism from the
geometric realization of the ’space’ X (hence from the category CX). This spectrum is
also used for the reconstruction of non-quasi-compact commutative schemes [R4].

On the other hand, the key notions of noncommutative algebraic geometry, like
schemes, smooth morphisms etc. are naturally defined in the context of arbitrary cate-
gories, without any abelian or even additivity hypothesis [R2], [R3], [KR2]. Several spectra
of (’spaces’ represented by) arbitrary categories were found some time ago [R8]. But, none
of them turns into the spectrum Spec(X) when CX is an arbitrary abelian category.

In this work, we extend the spectrum Spec(X) to ’spaces’ represented by svelte
right exact categories with weak equivalences. We call them right exact ’spaces’ with weak
equivalences, or, simply, right exact ’spaces’. By definition, a right exact category with
weak equivalences is a triple (CX ,EX ,WX), where CX is a category, EX is a class of strict
epimorphisms which forms a pretopology on CX and WX is a subpretopology of EX . In
other words, the class EX and its subclass WX contain all isomorphisms of CX and are
closed under composition and pull-backs. Every exact category (in particular, any abelian
category) is identified with a right exact category with trivial (that is consisting only of
isomorphisms) class of weak equivalences, whose deflations are admissible epimorphisms.
Right exact categories with the trivial class of weak equivalences came into life as a (half
of the) base for a version of homological algebra developed in [R9] (and outlined in [R11]).

One of the motivations behind choosing right exact ’spaces’ as a setting for spectral
theory comes from fact that they form a natural (although not the most general) domain for
K-theory. Grothendieck introduced K-theory for studying cycles on commutative schemes.
Having K-groups of right exact ’spaces’ already defined [R9], [R11], the next question is
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what are cycles in this case. Other motivations are of a more pragmatical nature. Abelian
categories are too restrictive even for commutative algebraic geometry. Already extending
the spectral picture to ’spaces’ represented by exact categories (which are a special case of
right exact categories) considerably increases the area of potential applications, because,
for instance, the category of Banach vector spaces has a natural exact stucture. This exact
structure is the finest right exact sturcture which exists on any category.

Some important fragments of spectral theory of ’spaces’ represented by abelian cate-
gories [R5] served as a guide for this work. This spectral theory is based on the notions
of topologizing, thick and Serre subcategories and their basic properties. A starting ob-
servation was that a subcategory of an abelian category can be replaced by the class of
epimorphisms whose kernels are objects of this subcategory. So that the idea was to
describe classes of epimorphisms corresponding to topologizing, thick and Serre subcat-
egories, and then use this description for right exact categories. The realization of this
program turned out to be way more subtle than it looked in the beginning.

The paper is organized as follows. We start, in Section 1, with preliminaries (borrowed
from [R11]) on kernels of arrows in categories with initial objects and then continue with
right exact categories with weak equivalences. An important for this work new notion
which appears here is that of stable class of deflations. In Section 2, we introduce topolo-
gizing, thick and Serre systems of deflations and establish their main properties which in
abelian case turn into the known properties of respectively topologizing, thick and Serre
subcategories [R, Ch.3]. In Section 3, we define the spectra of a right exact ’space’ (X, ĒX)
with weak equivalences related with topologizing, thick and Serre systems of deflations. In
particular, we define the spectrum Spect(X, ĒX) which, in the case of abelian category
CX with the standard exact structure, is naturally isomorphic to the spectrum Spec(X).

In Section 4, we sketch an alternative version of spectral theory based on the notions
of semitopologizing and strongly closed (– a replacement of Serre) systems. This theory re-
quires less conditions on the right exact categories and, therefore, is much more universal.
In general, the spectra of ’spaces’ differ from those defined in Section 3. Both spectral the-
ories coincide in the abelian case. In Section 5, we introduce strongly ’exact’ functor and,
in particular, strongly ’exact’ localizations, and establish their basic properties. In Section
6, we study functorial properties of the spectra with respect to strongly ’exact’ localiza-
tions. We establish the so called locality theorems for the spectrum Spect(X, ĒX) and its
semitopological analog Specst(X, ĒX), which is one of the most important properties of
these spectra. In Section 7, the main notions and facts of the work are specialized for right
exact categories with initial objects. In pariticular, we obtain a spectral theory of ’spaces’
represented by exact categories and, in the abelian case, recover main constructions and
facts of [R5]. We conclude with a couple of examples of illustrative nature.

Appendix 1 contains some useful complementary facts about kernels of morphisms.
In Appendix 2, we remind, for the reader convenience, the main notions of spectral

theory in the abelian case. It might be useful to look into this appendix prior to the
reading the main bulk of this work, that is before starting Section 2.

This text was written at the Max Planck Institut für Mathematik in Bonn in 2008. I
am grateful to the Institute for hospitality and excellent working conditions.
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1. Preliminaries.

1. Kernels of arrows.

Let CX be a category with an initial object, x. For a morphism M
f−→ N we define

the kernel of f as the upper horizontal arrow in a cartesian square

Ker(f)
k(f)
−−−→ M

f ′
y cart

y f
x −−−→ N

when the latter exists.
Cokernels of morphisms are defined dually, via a cocartesian square

N
c(f)
−−−→ Cok(f)

f
x cocart

x f ′
M −−−→ y

where y is a final object of CX .
If CX is a pointed category (i.e. its initial objects are final), then the notion of the

kernel is equivalent to the usual one: the diagram Ker(f)
k(f)
−−−→M

f

−−−→
−−−→

0

N is exact.

Dually, the cokernel of f makes the diagram M

f

−−−→
−−−→

0

N
c(f)
−−−→ Cok(f) exact.

1.1. Lemma. Let CX be a category with an initial object x.
(a) Let a morphism M

f−→ N of CX have a kernel. The canonical morphism

Ker(f)
k(f)
−−−→M is a monomorphism, if the unique arrow x

iN−→ N is a monomorphism.

(b) If M
f−→ N is a monomorphism, then x

iM−→M is the kernel of f .

Proof. The pull-backs of monomorphisms are monomorphisms.

1.2. Corollary. Let CX be a category with an initial object x. The following condi-
tions are equivalent:

(a) If M
f−→ N has a kernel, then the canonical arrow Ker(f)

k(f)
−−−→ M is a

monomorphism.
(b) The unique arrow x

iM−→M is a monomorphism for any M ∈ ObCX .

Proof. (a) ⇒ (b), because, by 1.1(b), the unique morphism x
iM−→ M is the kernel of

the identical morphism M −→M . The implication (b)⇒ (a) follows from 1.1(a).

1.3. Note. The converse assertion is not true in general: a morphism might have
a trivial kernel without being a monomorphism. It is easy to produce an example in the
category of pointed sets.
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1.4. Examples.

1.4.1. Kernels of morphisms of unital k-algebras. Let CX be the category Algk
of associative unital k-algebras. The category CX has an initial object – the k-algebra k.
For any k-algebra morphism A

ϕ−→ B, we have a commutative square

A
ϕ

−−−→ B

k(ϕ)
x x

k ⊕K(ϕ)
ε(ϕ)
−−−→ k

where K(ϕ) denote the kernel of the morphism ϕ in the category of non-unital k-algebras
and the morphism k(ϕ) is determined by the inclusion K(ϕ) −→ A and the k-algebra
structure k −→ A. This square is cartesian. In fact, if

A
ϕ

−−−→ B

γ
x x
C

ψ
−−−→ k

is a commutative square of k-algebra morphisms, then C is an augmented algebra: C =
k⊕K(ψ). Since the restriction of ϕ ◦ γ to K(ψ) is zero, it factors uniquely through K(ϕ).

Therefore, there is a unique k-algebra morphism C = k ⊕K(ψ)
β−→ Ker(ϕ) = k ⊕K(ϕ)

such that γ = k(ϕ) ◦ β and ψ = ε(ϕ) ◦ β.
This shows that each (unital) k-algebra morphism A

ϕ−→ B has a canonical kernel
Ker(ϕ) equal to the augmented k-algebra corresponding to the ideal K(ϕ).

It follows from the description of the kernel Ker(ϕ)
k(ϕ)
−−−→ A that it is a monomor-

phism iff the k-algebra structure k −→ A is a monomorphism.

Notice that cokernels of morphisms are not defined in Algk, because this category
does not have final objects.

1.4.2. Kernels and cokernels of maps of sets. Since the only initial object of the
category Sets is the empty set ∅ and there are no morphisms from a non-empty set to ∅, the
kernel of any map X −→ Y is ∅ −→ X. The cokernel of a map X

f−→ Y is the projection

Y
c(f)
−−−→ Y/f(X), where Y/f(X) is the set obtained from Y by the contraction of f(X)

into a point. So that c(f) is an isomorphism iff either X = ∅, or f(X) is a one-point set.

1.4.3. Presheaves of sets. Let CX be a svelte category and C∧X the category of
non-trivial presheaves of sets on CX (that is we exclude the trivial presheaf which assigns
to every object of CX the empty set). The category C∧X has a final object which is the
constant presheaf with values in a one-element set. If CX has a final object, y, then
ŷ = CX(−, y) is a final object of the category C∧X . Since C∧X has small colimits, it has
cokernels of arbitrary morphisms which are computed object-wise, that is using 1.4.2.
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If the category CX has an initial object, x, then the presheaf x̂ = CX(−, x) is an
initial object of the category C∧X . In this case, the category C∧X has kernels of all its

morphisms (because C∧X has limits) and the Yoneda functor CX
h−→ C∧X preserves kernels.

Notice that the initial object of C∧X is not isomorphic to its final object unless the
category CX is pointed, i.e. initial objects of CX are its final objects.

1.5. Some properties of kernels. See Appendix 1.

1.6. A construction. For a class of arrows S of a category CX , we denote by SZ

the class of all arrows s of CX such that some pull-back of s belongs to S.

1.6.1. Proposition. Fix a category CX .
(a)

⋃
i∈J
T Z
i =

( ⋃
i∈J
Ti
)Z for any set {Ti | i ∈ J } of classes of arrows of CX .

(b) S ⊆ SZ and SZ = (SZ)Z for any class of arrows S of the category CX .
(c) Suppose that the category CX is filtered in the sense that any diagram of the form

L −→M ←− N in the category CX can be completed to a commutative square

L̃ −−−→ Ly y
N −−−→ M

(for instance, CX is a category with fibred products, or CX has initial objects).
(i) Let S be a class of arrows of CX stable under arbitrary pull-backs. Then the class

SZ is stable under pull-backs.
(ii) Suppose that S is stable under pull-backs and satisfies the following condition:
(#) If in the commutative diagram

L̃
s̃

−−−→ K
j′
y cart

y j

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ K

with cartesian square t ◦ j = idN and morphisms t and s̃ belong to S, then t ◦ s ∈ S.
Then the class SZ is multiplicative (that is closed under composition).

Proof. (a)&(b). The equality
⋃
i∈J
T Z
i =

( ⋃
i∈J
Ti
)Z
, the inclusion S ⊆ SZ and the

equality SZ = (SZ)Z are obvious.
(i) Let L s−→M be a morphism of SZ and

L̃
s̄

−−−→ M̃

f′
y cart

y f

L
s

−−−→ M
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a cartesian square. Since s ∈ SZ, there exists a cartesian square

L
t

−−−→ M

φ′
y cart

y φ
L

s
−−−→ M

with t ∈ S. By condition, there exists a commutative square

M̃
φ̄

−−−→ M̃

f′′
y y f

M
φ

−−−→ M

Set ϕ = f ◦ φ̃ = φ ◦ f′ and consider the cartesian square

L̃
γ

−−−→ M̃

ϕ′
y cart

y ϕ
L

s
−−−→ M

(1)

The equalities f ◦ φ̃ = ϕ = φ ◦ f′ imply two decompositions of the square (1),

L̃
γ

−−−→ M̃ L̃
γ

−−−→ M̃

φ̄′
y cart

y φ̄ f̃
y cart

y f′′

L̃
s̄

−−−→ M̃ and L
t

−−−→ M

f′
y cart

y f φ̃
y cart

y φ
L

s
−−−→ M L

s
−−−→ M

(2)

Since the class S is stable under pull-backs and L
t−→M belongs to S, it follows from the

upper cartesian square of the right diagram (2) that the morphism L̃
γ−→ M̃ belongs to S.

The upper cartesian square of the left diagram (2) shows that the pull-back L̃
s̄−→ M̃ of

the morphism L
s−→M belongs to the class SZ.

(ii) Let L s−→M and M t−→ N be morphisns of SZ; i.e. there exist cartesian squares

L̃
s̄

−−−→ M̃ M
t̄

−−−→ N
f′
y cart

y f and g′
y cart

y g
L

s
−−−→ M M

t
−−−→ N

whose upper horizontal arrows belong to S. By hypothesis, there exists a commutative
square

M
f̄

−−−→ M
g′′
y y g′
M̃

f
−−−→ M
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which gives rise to a pair of diagrams

M̃
s̃

−−−→ M L
γ

−−−→ M

φ̄′
y cart

y g′′ ϕ′
y cart

y ϕ
L̃

s̄
−−−→ M̃ and M

t̄
−−−→ N

f′
y cart

y f g′
y cart

y g
L

s
−−−→ M M

t
−−−→ N

(3)

with cartesian squares, where ϕ = t̄ ◦ f̄. The latter equality implies the existence of a
unique arrow M

j−→ M̃ such that γ ◦ j = idM.
Notice that in the diagram

M̃
ũ

−−−→ M

j̄
y cart

y j

L̃
u

−−−→ L
γ

−−−→ M

φ̄
y cart

y φ cart
y ψ = g ◦ ϕ

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ N

(4)

built of cartesian squares, we can take M̃ = M̃ and ũ = s̃.
In fact, it follows from the equality φ ◦ j = f ◦ g′′, universal property of cartesian

squares (and the fact that composition of cartesian squares is a cartesian square) that the
cartesian square

M̃
ũ

−−−→ M

φ̄ ◦ j̄
y cart

y φ ◦ j

L
s

−−−→ M

is isomorphic to the cartesian square

M̃
s̃

−−−→ M

f′ ◦ φ̄′
y cart

y f ◦ g′′

L
s

−−−→ M

In particular, M ũ−→M is an arrow of S. Applying the condition (#) to the subdiagram

M̃
ũ

−−−→ M

j̄
y cart

y j

L̃
u

−−−→ L
γ

−−−→ M

7



of the diagram (3), we obtain that the composition L̃
γ◦u
−−−→ M belongs to S. Since the

square
L̃

γ◦u
−−−→ M

φ̄
y cart

y ψ
L

t◦s
−−−→ N

(derived from the lower two squares of (3)) is cartesian, this means that t ◦ s ∈ SZ.

1.6.2. Remarks. (a) It follows that a class of arrows S satisfying the condition (#)
of 1.6.1 is multiplicative, that is closed under composition.

(b) It follows from the argument of 1.6.1(ii) that it suffices to require in the condition
(#) that the object K runs through a cofinal class of objects K. The word cofinal means
that for any M ∈ ObCX , there is an arrow K −→M with K ∈ K.

Thus, if CX is a category with an initial object, x, then the condition (#) of 1.6.1 can
be replaced by the following condition:

(#’) If a morphism L s−→M is such that canonical arrow Ker(s) −→ x belongs to S
and M t−→ x is from S, then the composition M t◦s−→ x is a morphism of S.

Notice that if S is a class of arrows of CX stable under pull-backs along morphisms
from initial objects (in particular, morphisms of S have kernels), then the class SZ consists
of all arrows M s−→ L such that the canonical morphism Ker(s) −→ x (– the pull-back
of s along the unique arrow x −→ L) belongs to S.

(c) Let K be a cofinal class of objects of the category CX . Suppose that a functor
CX

F−→ CY is such that pull-backs of retracts K −→M from

ΣF
def= {s ∈ HomCX | F (s) ∈ Iso(CY )}

with K ∈ K along arrows from ΣZ
F belong to ΣF . Then the system ΣF satisfies the

condition (#).
In fact, if the condition above holds and

L̃
s̃

−−−→ K
j′
y cart

y j

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ K

is a commutative diagram with cartesian square such that t ◦ j = idN and morphisms t
and s̃ belong to ΣF , then j is a retract from ΣF and, therefore, both vertical arrows and
upper horizontal arrow of the diagram

F (L̃)
F (̃s)
−−−→ F (K)

F (j′)
y y F (j)

L
F (s)
−−−→ F (M)

8



are invertible. Therefore F (s) is invertible, i.e. s ∈ ΣF . In particular, t ◦ s ∈ ΣF .
(c’) Suppose that the category CX has an initial object x and a functor CX

F−→ CY
preserves pull-backs along the morphisms from x (for instance, CY has initial objects too
and F preserves kernels of arrows). Then the system ΣF satisfies the condition (#’) above.

If the categories CX , CY and the functor F are additive and all morphisms of CX
have kernels, then

[F preserves pull-backs of retracts]⇔ [F preserves kernels]⇔ [F is left exact].

1.6.3. Morphisms with a trivial kernel. Let Iso(CX) denote the class of all iso-
morphisms of a category CX . We call elements of Iso(CX)Z morphisms with trivial kernel.
It follows from the observation 1.6.2(b) that if CX is a category with initial objects, then
Iso(CX)Z = {s ∈ HomCX | Ker(s) is an initial object}. If the category CX is additive,
then the class Iso(CX)Z coincides with the class of all monomorphisms of the category
CX . There are many non-additive categories having this property. One of them is the
category Algk of unital associative k-algebras (see 1.4.1).

1.7. Proposition. Suppose that CX is a filtered category, i.e. any diagram of the
form L −→M ←− N in the category CX can be completed to a commutative square (say,
CX has initial objects). Then

(
⋂
i∈J
Si)Z =

⋂
i∈J
SZ
i

for any finite set {Si | i ∈ J} of classes of arrows of CX which are stable under pull-backs.

Proof. Evidently, (
⋂
i∈J
Si)Z ⊆

⋂
i∈J
SZ
i for any set {Si | i ∈ J} of classes of arrows of

the category CX . The claim is that the inverse inclusion holds when J is finite and each
Si is stable under pull-backs.

In fact, let J = {1, 2, . . . , n}, and let s ∈
⋂
i∈J
SZ
i . Then a pull-back, s1, of s belongs

to S1. Since, by 1.6.1, each of the classes SZ
i is closed under pull-backs. So that s1 is an

element of S1 ∩
( ⋂

2≤i≤n

SZ
i

)
. By a standard induction argument, (

⋂
2≤i≤n

Si)Z =
⋂
i∈J
SZ
i .

Therefore, there is a pull-back, s̃1 of s1 which belongs to
⋂

2≤i≤n

Si. By hypothesis, S1

is stable under pull-backs, in particular, s̃1 ∈
⋂

1≤i≤n

Si. Since s̃1 is a pull-back of s, this

proves the desired inverse inclusion (
⋂
i∈J
Si)Z ⊇

⋂
i∈J
SZ
i .

1.8. The dual construction. For a class S of arrows of a category CX , we denote
by SY the class of all arrows s of CX such that some push-forward of s belongs to S. The
dual versions of the facts above are left to the reader.

We shall call the arrows of Iso(CX)Y morphisms with trivial cokernel. It the category
CX is additive, Iso(CX)Y coincides with the class of all epimorphisms of CX (see 1.6.3).
In this case, the intersection Iso(CX)Z ∩ Iso(CX)Y consists of all bimorphisms of CX .

9



1.9. Right exact ’spaces’ with weak equivalences.

Right exact categories and ’spaces’ (they represent) were introduced in [R9]. Here we
need a slightly more flexible structure – right exact categories with weak equivalences.

1.9.1. Right exact categories and ’exact’ functors. A right exact category is
a pair (CX ,EX), where CX is a category and EX is a Grothendieck pretopology on CX
whose covers are strict epimorphisms called (after P. Gabriel) deflations.

1.9.2. Right exact categories and ’spaces’ with weak equivalences. We call
this way triples (CX ,EX ,WX), where (CX ,EX) is a right exact category and (CX ,WX)
is an exact subcategory of (CX ,EX) (i.e. WX is a subpretopology of EX). We call arrows
ofWX weak equivalences. For convenience, we denote the pair (EX ,WX) by ĒX and write
(CX , ĒX) instead of (CX ,EX ,WX). An ’exact’ functor from (CX , ĒX) to (CY , ĒY ) is an

’exact’ functor (CX ,EX)
F
−−−→ (CY ,EY ) such that F (WX) ⊆ WY .

1.9.3. Examples. Fix a right exact category (CX ,EX).
(a) The smallest class of weak equivalences is WX = Iso(CX) – the class of all iso-

morphisms of the category CX .
(b) An example essential for this work is

WX = E~
X

def= Iso(CX)Z ∩ EX .

In other words, the class WX consists of deflations with trivial kernels (see 1.6.3). If
the category CX is additive, then, as it is observed in 1.6.3, the class Iso(CX)Z consists
of all monomorphisms of CX . Since deflations are strict epimorphisms, it follows that
E~
X = Iso(CX); i.e. weak equivalences are isomorphisms in this case. There are many

natural examples of non-additive categories having this property.
(c) One of them is the category Algk of unital associative k-algebras with strict epi-

morphisms as deflations. In fact, a k-algebra morphism has a trivial kernel iff its kernel as
a k-module morphism is trivial (see 1.4.1). So that algebra morphisms with trivial kernels
are monomorphisms.

1.10. Stable classes of deflations. Fix a right exact category (CX ,EX). We call a
class of deflations S of (CX ,EX) stable if it is closed under pull-backs and S = EX ∩ SZ.

1.10.1. Proposition. Let (CX ,EX) be a right exact category such that the category
CX is filtered, i.e. any pair of arrows L −→M ←− N can be completed to a commutative
square (for instance, CX has initial objects, or it has fiber products). Then,

(a) For any class S of arrows of the category CX which is closed under pull-backs, the
intersection EX ∩ SZ is a stable class.

(b) The union and the intersection of any set of stable classes are stable classes.

Proof. (a) It follows from 1.7 and the equality SZ = (SZ)Z (see 1.6.1) that

EX ∩ (EX ∩ SZ)Z = EX ∩ (EZ
X ∩ (SZ)Z) = EX ∩ SZ.

Since the category CX is filtered, by 1.6.1, the class SZ inherits from S the stability
under pull-backs. Therefore, the intersection EX ∩ SZ is stable under pull-backs too.
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(b1) By 1.6.1(a),
( ⋃
i∈J
Si
)Z =

⋃
i∈J
SZ
i for any {Si | i ∈ J} of classes of arrows of the

category CX . Therefore, if all classes Si are stable, then⋃
i∈J
Si =

⋃
i∈J

(EX ∩ SZ
i ) = EX ∩

( ⋃
i∈J
Si
)Z
.

(b2) For any set {Si | i ∈ J} of classes of arrows of the category CX , there is an obvious
inclusion (

⋂
i∈J
Si)Z ⊆

⋂
i∈J
SZ
i . If {Si | i ∈ J} is a family of stable classes of deflations, then

the inclusion above implies that⋂
i∈J
Si ⊆ EX ∩

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)Z ⊆ EX ∩

( ⋂
i∈J
SZ
i

)
=
⋂
i∈J

(EX ∩ SZ
i ) =

⋂
i∈J
Si.

In particular,
⋂
i∈J
Si = EX ∩

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)Z
, which means, by definition, that the intersection⋂

i∈J
Si is a stable class.

1.10.2. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) be a right exact category with
a class of weak equivalences containing all deflations with trivial kernels and a left divisible
class of deflations: s ◦ t ∈ EX 3 t implies that s ∈ EX . Then every class S of deflations
of (CX , ĒX) which is closed under pull-backs and push-forwards (we assume that arbitrary
push-forwards of arrows of S exist) and coincides with WX ◦ S is stable.

Proof. Let L u−→M be an arrow of SZ ∩ EX ; that is there exists a cartesian square

L
s

−−−→ M

f′
y cart

y f

L
u

−−−→ M

(5)

whose upper horizontal arrow belongs to S. Taking a push-forward of s along the morphism
f′, we obtain a decomposition of this diagram into a commutative diagram

L
s

−−−→ M

f′
y (co)cart

y f̃1

L
u1
−−−→ M̃

u2
−−−→ M

(6)

with a cocartesian square and the morphism u2 uniquely determined by the equalities
u2 ◦u1 = u, u2 ◦ f1 = f. Notice that the square in the diagram (6) is also cartesian, because
the square (5) is cartesian. By hypothesis, the arrow L u1−→ M̃ belongs to S and the arrow

u2 is a deflation. Taking a pull-back of the deflation u2 along the morphism M
f−→M, we

obtain a futher decomposition of the diagram (5) into the diagram

L
s1
−−−→ M̃

s2
−−−→ M

f′
y (co)cart

y f̃1 cart
y f

L
u1
−−−→ M̃

u2
−−−→ M

(7)
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whose both squares are cartesian and s = s2 ◦ s1. A morphism K v−→ M̃ gives rise to the
diagram

K(s)
λs

−−−→ K
id
yo cart

y k′

K(s)
t

−−−→ K(s2)
λs2
−−−→ K

k1

y cart
y k cart

y s2 ◦ v

L
s1
−−−→ M̃

s2
−−−→ M

f′
y (co)cart

y f̃1 cart
y f

L
u1
−−−→ M̃

u2
−−−→ M

(8)

built of cartesian squares. Here the arrow K k′−→ K(s2) is uniquely determined by the
equalities λs2 ◦ k′ = idK , k ◦ k′ = v. The upper cartesian square (with the identical left
vertical arrow) is due to the fact that the square in the diagram (6) is cartesian. All
horizontal arrows of the diagram (8) are deflations, because u1 and u2 are deflations and
each of the remaining arrows is a pull-back of either u1, or u2. In particular, K(s) t−→ K(s2)
is a deflation. The fact that t = k′ ◦ λs is a strict epimorphism implies that k′ is a strict
epimorphism. On the other hand, k′ is a monomorphism, due to the equality λs2 ◦k′ = idK ;
hence k′ is an isomorphism. Therefore, λs2 is an isomorphism. The latter means that the
arrow M̃ u2−→ M belongs to E~

X = Iso(CX)Z ∩ EX , i.e. it is a deflation with a trivial
kernel. By hypothesis all deflations with a trivial kernel are weak equivalences. Thus, our
arbitrary element u of SZ ∩ EX is the composition u2 ◦ u1, where u1 ∈ S and u2 ∈ WX .
Since WX ◦ S = S, the arrow u belongs to S.

1.10.3. Right exact categories with stable classes of weak equivalences. We
are particularly interested in the right exact categories (CX ,EX) with a stable class weak
equivalences WX , that is WX =WZ

X ∩ EX . Since any class of weak equivalences contains
all isomorphisms of the category CX , the smallest stable class coincides with the class
E~
X = Iso(CX)Z ∩ EX of all deflations with trivial kernels.

1.11. Coimages of morphisms and deflations with trivial kernels.

1.11.1. Coimages of morphisms. Fix a category CX with an initial object x. Let
M

f−→ N be an arrow which has a kernel, i.e. we have a cartesian square

Ker(f)
k(f)
−−−→ M

f ′
y cart

y f
x

iN
−−−→ N

with which one can associate a pair of arrows Ker(f)
k(f)
−→−→
0f

M, where 0f is the composition

of the projection f ′ and the unique morphism x
iM−→M . Since iN = f ◦ iM , the morphism

12



f equalizes the pair Ker(f)
k(f)
−→−→
0f

M. If the cokernel of this pair of arrows exists, it will

be called the coimage of f and denoted by Coim(f), or. loosely, M/Ker(f).

Let M
f−→ N be a morphism such that Ker(f) and Coim(f) exist. Then f is the

composition of the canonical strict epimorphism M
pf
−−−→ Coim(f) and a uniquely defined

morphism Coim(f)
jf
−−−→ N .

1.11.1.1. Lemma. Let M
f−→ N be a morphism such that Ker(f) and Coim(f)

exist. There is a natural isomorphism Ker(f) ∼−→ Ker(pf ) and the kernel of the morphism

Coim(f)
jf
−−−→ N is trivial.

Proof. The outer square of the commutative diagram

Ker(f)
f ′

−−−→ x −−−→ x

k(f)
y cart

y y
M

pf
−−−→ Coim(f)

jf
−−−→ L

(1)

is cartesian. Therefore, its left square is cartesian which implies, by A.3, that Ker(pf ) is
isomorphic to Ker(f ′). But, Ker(f ′) ' Ker(f).

1.11.2. Right exact categories with coimages of deflations.

1.11.2.1. Proposition. Let (CX ,EX) be a right exact category and Ec
X the class

of deflations which are isomorphic to their coimage. The class Ec
X is closed under

composition and contains all isomorphisms of the category CX .

Proof. Consider the commutative diagram

Ker(f̃)
k(f̃)
−−−→ Ker(gf)

f̃
−−−→ Ker(g)

g′

−−−→ x

o
y k(gf)

y cart
y k(g) cart

y iN
Ker(f)

k(f)
−−−→ L

f
−−−→ M

g
−−−→ N

φ
y
V

(2)

where f and g belong to Ec
X and the morphism L

φ−→ V equalizes the pair of arrows

Ker(gf)
k(gf)
−→−→
0gf

L. It follows from the left square of the diagram (2) that φ equalizes the

pair of arrows Ker(f)
k(f)
−→−→
0f

L. Since, by hypothesis, L
f−→M is an equalizer of this pair

of arrows, there is a unique morphism M
γφ−→ V such that φ = γφ ◦ f . Since φ equalizes

the pair Ker(gf)
k(gf)
−→−→
0gf

L, it follows from the commutativity of the central square of (2)

13



that γφ equalizes the composition of the morphism Ker(gf)
f̃−→ Ker(g) and the pair

of arrows Ker(g)
k(g)
−→−→
0g

M. Since Ker(gf)
f̃−→ Ker(g) is a pull-back of a deflation,

it is a deflation, in particular, it is a strict epimorphism. Therefore, the cokernel of this

composition is the cokernel of the pair Ker(g)
k(g)
−→−→
0g

M. Since M
g−→ N is an equalizer of

the latter pair, there exists a unique morphism N
λφ−→ V such that γφ = λφ ◦ g.

Thus, φ = (λφ ◦ γφ) ◦ (g ◦ f). Since g ◦ f is an epimorphism, a morhism ξ such that

φ = ξ ◦ (g ◦ f) is unique. Therefore, g ◦ f is a cokernel of the pair Ker(gf)
k(gf)
−→−→
0gf

L.

1.11.2.2. Corollary. Let (CX ,EX) be a right exact category such that every its
deflation has a coimage which is also a deflation and the system of deflations EX is left
divisible, i.e. if a composition t ◦ γ of two arrows is a deflation, then t is a deflation.
Then EX = E~

X ◦ Ec
X and for every deflation, this decomposition is defined uniquely up to

isomorphism.

Proof. It follows from 1.11.1.1, 1.11.2.1 and the imposed conditions that every deflation
e is the composition ẽ ◦ t, where t coincides with its coimage and ẽ is a morphism with a
trivial kernel. Since, by hypothesis, EX is left divisible, ẽ is a deflation.

1.11.3. Proposition. Let M s−→ N be a deflation from Ec
X . Then any cartesian

square
M̃

t
−−−→ N

f′
y y f

M
s

−−−→ L
is a cocartesian square.

Proof. In fact, let
M̃

t
−−−→ N

f′
y y ξ2
M

ξ1
−−−→ L

be a commutative square. It follows from the commutative diagram

Ker(t)
k(t)
−−−→ M̃

t
−−−→ N

o
y f′

y y ξ2
Ker(s)

k(s)
−−−→ M

ξ1
−−−→ L

and the fact that the morphism t (hence ξ2 ◦ t) equalizes the pair Ker(t)
k(t)
−→−→

0t

M̃, that

M ξ1−→ L equalizes the pair Ker(s)
k(s)
−→−→

0s

M. Therefore, since s is the cokernel of this pair
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of arrows ξ1 = ξ̃1 ◦ s for a uniquely determined morphism L ξ̃1−→ L. So that we have:

ξ2 ◦ t = ξ1 ◦ f′ = ξ̃1 ◦ s ◦ f′ = (ξ̃1 ◦ f) ◦ t.

Since t is a deflation, in particular, an epimorphism, the equality ξ2 ◦ t = (ξ̃1 ◦ f)◦ t implies
that ξ2 = ξ̃1 ◦ f.

1.11.3.1. Note. Suppose that the conditions of 1.11.2.2 hold. Let

M̃
t

−−−→ N
f′
y cart

y f

M
s

−−−→ L

(3)

be a cartesian square and M s−→ L is a deflation. By 1.11.3, s = es ◦ sc, where sc ∈ Ec
X

and es ∈ E~
X . To this decompostion, there corresponds a decomposition

M̃
t

−−−→ Nc

tc

−−−→ N
f′
y (co)cart

y fc cart
y f

M
sc

−−−→ Lc

es

−−−→ L

(4)

of the square (3) into two cartesian squares. Since the class E~
X of deflations with trivial

kernel is stable under pull-backs, the horizontal arrows of the right square belong to E~
X ,

in particular, they are weak equivalences. By 1.11.3, the left square of (4) is both cartesian
and cocartesian.

2. Topologizing, thick and Serre systems.

2.0. Assumptions. Fix a right exact category with weak equivalences (CX , ĒX) =
(CX ,EX ,WX). Below is the list of assumptions which appear (not necessarily simultane-
ously) in different assertions of this work.

(a) The category CX is filtered, i.e. every pair of arrows L −→ M ←− N can be
completed to a commutative square.

(b) The class of weak equivalences is stable, i.e. WX =WZ
X ∩ EX , and has two more

properties:
(b1) If s ◦ t ∈ WX and both s and t are deflations, then s ∈ WX 3 t.
(b2) The class WX is invariant under push-forwards along deflations; that is for any

pair L e←− N w−→M of deflations with w ∈ WX , there is a cocartesian square

N
w
−−−→ M

e
y cocart

y e′

L
v

−−−→ Ñ

with both horizontal arrows from WX .
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The class EX of deflations is left divisible in the sense that
(c) if t ∈ EX 3 s ◦ t, then s ∈ EX ,

and weakly right divisible in the following sense:
(d) if s ∈ EX 3 s ◦ t, then t ∈ WZ

X ◦ EX .
(e) There is a multiplicative class DX of arrows of the category CX which includes all

deflations and WZ
X and a map which assigns to every s ∈ DX a decomposition s = γs ◦ es,

where es is a strict epimorphism, such that γs ∈ WZ
X and es ∈ EX , whenever s ∈ EX ◦WZ

X .
A more detailed version of this condition is obtained by adding to (e) the following:
(e’) There is a multiplicative subclass EX of the class of strict epimorphisms of the

category CX and a multiplicative subclass WX ofWZ
X such that es ∈ EX and γs ∈WX for

all s ∈ DX ; and the arrows λ ∈WX and t ∈ EX in the decomposition λ ◦ t are determined
uniquely up to isomorphism. In particular, es is isomorphic to s for all s ∈ EX and γt ' t
for all t ∈WX .

2.0.1. Comments. (a) The condition (a) holds automatically if the category CX
has initial objects, or if it has fiber products.

(b) Every stable class WX of weak equivalences contains the class E~
X of deflations

with trivial kernel. The class E~
X satisfies the condition (b1) and, if there exist push-

forwards of deflations with trivial kernels along deflations with trivial kernels, it satisfies
the condition (b2) as well.

(c) The largest class Est
X of deflations of the category CX (which consists of all strict

epimorphisms such that their arbitrary pull-backs exist and are strict epimorphisms) sat-
isfies the condition (c). This follows from two observations:

(i) if s ◦ t is a strict epimorphism, then s is a strict epimorphism;
(ii) if there exist arbitrary pull-backs of the composition s ◦ t and of the morphism t,

then there are arbitrary pull-backs of the morphism s.
(d)&(e’) Suppose that the class of all strict epimorphisms of the category CX is stable

under pull-backs and, for every morphism M f−→ N of the category CX , there exists a

kernel pair Ker2(f) = M×N M
p1

−−−→
−−−→
p2

M and the cokernel M
c2(f)
−−−→ Coim2(f) of

the pair (p1, p2) which we call 2-coimage of the morphism f.
Suppose that the class WZ

X contains all monomorphisms.
(d) Then the largest class of deflations Est

X (which coincides with the class of all strict
epimorphisms) satisfies the conditions (d) by a trivial reason, because, under the conditions
above, every morphism f is the composition j(f) ◦ c2(f) of a strict epimorphism, c2(f), and
a monomorphism; and, by hypothesis, WZ

X contains all monomorphisms.
(e1) By the same reason, the class Est

X satisfies the condition (e’) with EX = Est
X and

with WX equal to the class of all monomorphisms of the category CX .

Notice that WZ
X contains all monomorphisms automatically, if the category CX has

initial objects, because it contains all morphisms with a trivial kernel and monomorphisms
have trivial kernels.
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(d1) Actually, we need a weaker condition instead of 2.0(d) which is as follows. Let

L
t

−−−→ N
s1
−−−→ M

s2

y cart
y s′2

L
ξ1
−−−→ Ñ

be a diagram whose square is cartesian and formed by deflations and the compositions
s2 ◦ t and s2 ◦ t are deflations. Then t ∈ WZ

X ◦ EX .
(e2) Suppose that the category CX has initial objects and kernels and coimages of

all morphisms. Then every morphism f is the composition jf ◦ pf of its coimage, pf and
a morphism jf. The latter belongs to Iso(CX)Z, hence it belongs to WZ

X . Thus, if the
coimage of any deflation is a deflation, then it follows from (the argument of) 1.11.2.1
and from 1.11.2.2 that the condition (e’) holds if we take as EX the class of all strict
epimorphisms which coincide with their coimage and as WX the class of all morphisms
with trivial kernel.

2.0.2. Examples. (i) Suppose that the category CX is additive. Then the class
Iso(CX)Z of all morphisms with a trivial kernel coincides with the class of all monomor-
phisms of the category CX and a morphism has a kernel iff it has a 2-kernel. It follows
also that the coimage of a morphism is the same as its image. Thus, if the class Es

X of all
strict epimorphisms of the category CX is closed under pull-backs, then (CX ,Es

X , Iso(CX))
satisfies all the conditions of 2.0.

(ii) Let CX be the category Algk of associative unital k-algebras (see 1.4.1). Then,
similarly to the additive case, the class of all strict epimorphism is stable under base change,
the class of morphisms with trivial kernel coincides with the class of monomorphisms of
the category CX (see 1.9.3(c)) and (CX ,Es

X , Iso(CX)) satisfies all the conditions of 2.0.

2.1. Systems. We call a class of arrows S of CX a system in (CX , ĒX) if
(a) S is closed under pull-backs,
(b) WX ◦ S ◦WX = S ⊇ WX ,

We denote the set of systems in (CX , ĒX) by S(X, ĒX) and regard it as a preorder
with respect to the inclusion. The smallest system, WX , will be referred as trivial.

We denote by SZ(X, ĒX) the subpreorder of S(X, ĒX) formed by stable systems of
deflations, i.e. systems S such that S = EX ∩ SZ.

2.1.1. Proposition. The set S(X, ĒX) of systems and the set SZ(X, ĒX) of stable
systems in (CX , ĒX) are closed under compositions and arbitrary unions and intersections.

Proof. The inclusion T ⊆ WX ◦T ◦WX holds for any class of arrows T of the category
CX . If {Si | i ∈ J} is a set of systems, then

WX ⊆
⋂
i∈J
Si ⊆ WX ◦

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)
◦WX ⊆

⋂
i∈J
Si

and, evidently,

WX ⊆
⋃
i∈J
Si ⊆ WX ◦

( ⋃
i∈J
Si
)
◦WX =

⋃
i∈J

(WX ◦ Si ◦WX) =
⋃
i∈J
Si.
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The fact that each Si is invariant under base change implies that
⋃
i∈J
Si and

⋂
i∈J
Si have

the same property. Therefore
⋃
i∈J
Si and

⋂
i∈J
Si are systems.

The similar assertion for stable systems follows from 1.10.1(b).

2.2. Right and left divisible systems. We call a system S in (CX , ĒX) right
(resp. left) divisible if s ∈ S (resp. t ∈ S) whenever t ◦ s ∈ S.

We say that a system S is right (resp. left) divisible in EX if s ∈ S (resp. t ∈ S)
whenever t ◦ s ∈ S and s ∈ EX .

It follows that the class of right (resp. left) divisible systems is stable under arbitrary
unions and intersections. Similarly for systems which are right (resp. left) divisible in EX .

2.2.1. Proposition. Suppose that the category CX has pull-backs. Then, for any
right (resp. left) divisible system S, the system SZ is right (resp. left) divisible.

If the system S is left divisible in EX , then SZ is left divisible in EX .

Proof. (a) In fact, letM u−→ N be an arrow from SZ, that is its pull-back along some

arrow L f−→ N belongs to S. Let u = t ◦ s. Then, since pull-backs exist in CX , we have
the decomposition

M̃
s̃

−−−→ K̃
t̃

−−−→ L
f ′
y cart

y cart
y f

M
s

−−−→ K
t

−−−→ N

(1)

of the pull-back of u along f into cartesian squares. So, if S is right (resp. left) divisible,
then s̃ ∈ S (resp. t̃ ∈ S), hence s ∈ SZ (resp. t ∈ SZ).

(b) Suppose now that S is a system which is left divisible in EX , that is if u = t◦s ∈ S
and s is a deflations, then t ∈ S. Consider a pull-back of such u which belongs to S and
consider its decomposition described by the diagram (1) above. Since, by hypothesis, s is
a deflation, the arrow s̃ in (1) is a deflation. Therefore, t̃ ∈ S which implies that t ∈ SZ.

2.3. Orthogonal complements. For a class of arrows Σ containing WX , we define
the orthogonal complement Σ⊥ of Σ as the union of all right divisible systems S such that
S ∩ Σ = WX . In other words, Σ⊥ is the largest right divisible system having the trivial
intersection with Σ.

2.3.1. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX) be a filtered right exact category with a stable
class of weak equivalences; and let S be a class of deflations of (CX , ĒX) closed under
pull-backs. If the category CX has pull-backs, then (S⊥)Z = S⊥.

Proof. It follows from 1.6.1 and 1.7 that

S ∩ (S⊥)Z ⊆ EX ∩ (SZ ∩ (S⊥)Z) = EX ∩ (S ∩ S⊥)Z = EX ∩WZ
X .

By hypothesis, the system of weak equivalences is stable, that is EX ∩WZ
X =WX .

Since S⊥ is right divisible and the category CX has pull-backs, it follows from 2.2.1
that the system (S⊥)Z is right divisible. Therefore, S⊥ = (S⊥)Z.
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2.3.2. Example. Let CX be a category with an initial object x and kernels of
morphisms. For a strict subcategory T of the category CX containing initial objects, we
set

ΣT = {s ∈ HomCX | Ker(s) ∈ ObT }.

It follows from the general properties of kernels that ΣT is stable under base change.
Suppose that the kernel of any morphism M

e−→ N of CX with M ∈ ObT belongs to
the subcategory T . Then ΣT is a right divisible system.

This observation follows from the commutative diagram

Ker(s)
k(s)
−−−→ N

s
−−−→ M

t
−−−→ L

o
x k(s)

x cart
x x

Ker(s̃)
k(̃s)
−−−→ Ker(ts)

s̃
−−−→ Ker(t) −−−→ x

(1)

with the cartesian central square.
Suppose that WX = E~

X – the class of all deflations with trivial kernels (cf. 1.9.3(b)).

Let S = EX,T
def= ΣT ∩EX . One can see that the orthogonal complement S⊥ to S coincides

with ΣT, where T is the full subcategory of CX determined by

ObT = {M ∈ ObCX | Ker(M→N ) 6∈ ObT − {initial objects} for any arrow M→N}.

In the case of an abelian category CX , this description means that ObT consists of all
T -torsion free objects of the category CX .

2.4. Topologizing systems of deflations.

2.4.1. Conventions. We assume that (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) is a svelte right
exact category with a stable class of weak equivalences satisfying the condition 2.0(e); that
is there exists a a multiplicative class DX of arrows of the category CX which includes all
deflations and WZ

X and a map which assigns to every s ∈ DX a decomposition s = γs ◦ es,
where es is a strict epimorphism, such that γs ∈ WZ

X and es ∈ EX , whenever s ∈ EX ◦WZ
X .

In some cases (like 2.4.4 below), we need a stronger assumption 2.0(e’).

2.4.2. Left topologizing and right topologizing and topologizing systems
of deflations. We call a system S of deflations of (CX , ĒX) left topologizing (resp. right
topologizing, resp. topologizing) if it is left divisible (resp. right divisible, resp. divisible)
in EX and the following conditions hold:

(a) If all arrows of a cartesian or a cocartesian square belong to S, then the composition
of the consequent arrows of this square belogs to S.

(b) The system S is closed under push-forwards.
(c) For any s ∈ S ◦ WZ

X , the deflation es in the decomposition s = γs ◦ es belongs to
the system S. In particular, S ◦WZ

X ⊆ W
Z
X ◦ S.

2.4.3. Proposition. Suppose that the class of deflations of (CX , ĒX) is left divis-
ible and the class of weak equivalences stable. Then every left topologizing (resp. right
topologizing, resp. topologizing) system is stable.
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Proof. Since the class of weak equivalences is stable, it contains the class E~
X of

deflations with a trivial kernel. By definition, every (left or/and right) topologizing system
is closed under push-forwards and composition with weak equivalences. Therefore, the
assertion follows from 1.10.2.

We denote the preorder (with respect to the inclusion) of all left topologizing systems
of (CX , ĒX) by T`(X, ĒX) and the preorder of topologizing systems by T(X, ĒX).

It follows that the class WX of weak equivalences is the smallest topologizing system.
One can see that T`(X, ĒX) and T(X, ĒX) are closed under arbitrary intersections

and filtered (with respect to the inclusion) unions.

2.4.4. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) be a right exact category with
weak equivalences and left divisible system of deflations (see 2.0(c)). Suppose that the
condition 2.0(e’) holds. Then

(a) The composition of left topologizing systems is a left topologizing system.
(b) Suppose that the class WX of weak equivalences is stable (the condition 2.0(b))

and the class EX of deflations is weakly right divisible (the condition 2.0(d)). Then the
class T(X, ĒX) of topologizing systems is closed under composition.

Proof. (a) Let S, T be left topologizing systems of deflations. By 2.1.1, the compo-
sition of two systems is a system. In particular, T ◦ S is a system. Since a push-forward
of a composition of two arrows is the composition of the corresponding push-forwards, the
system T ◦ S is closed under push-forwards.

The system T ◦ S ◦WZ
X is preserved by the map u 7−→ eu.

In fact, let u = t ◦ s ◦w, where t ∈ T , s ∈ S, and w ∈ WZ
X . Then

u = t ◦ (γsw ◦ esw) = γtγsw ◦ (etγsw ◦ esw),

where etγsw ∈ T and esw ∈ S, because the systems T and S are left topologizing, and
γtγsw ∈ WX ⊆ WZ

X . By the condition 2.0(e’), the representation of a morphism as a
product γ ◦ e of γ ∈ WX and e ∈ EX is unique up to isomorphism. In particular, the
arrows etγsw ◦ esw ∈ T ◦ S and eu are isomorphic.

It remains to show that the system T ◦ S is left divisible in EX . Let

N
s

−−−→ L
u
y y t

M
v

−−−→ N

(4)

be a commutative square whose all arrows are deflations with s ∈ S and t ∈ T . Since S is
closed under push-forwards, the diagram (4) is decomposed into the diagram

N
s

−−−→ L
t
y cocart

y t′

M
s̃

−−−→ M
λ

−−−→ N

(5)
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with a cocartesian square, whereM s̃−→M is an element of S and the morphism M
λ−→ N

is uniquely determined by the equalities λ◦ s̃ = v and λ◦t′ = t. Since t′ and t are deflations,
t ∈ T , and the system T is left divisible in EX , it follows that λ ∈ T . So, v = λ◦ s̃ ∈ T ◦S,
which shows that the system T ◦ S is left divisible in EX .

(b) Suppose now that the systems T and S are topologizing (that is left topologizing
and divisible) and the conditions 2.0(b) and 2.0(d) hold. The claim is that these conditions
imply that the system T ◦ S is right divisible (hence divisible) in EX .

In fact, consider again the commutative square (4). This time, we decompose it
pullying back the arrow t ∈ T along M v−→ N; that is we consider the diagram

N
γ

−−−→ M̃
ξs

−−−→ L
t̂
y cart

y t

M
v

−−−→ N

(6)

with cartesian square and morphism N γ−→ M̃ uniquely determined by the equalities
ξs ◦ γ = s and t̂ ◦ γ = u. Since ξs and s are deflations, it follows from the condition 2.0(b)
that γ = w ◦ eγ , where w ∈ WZ

X and eγ is a deflation. Thus, u = (̂t ◦ w) ◦ eγ . Since, by
hypothesis, the system of deflations EX is left divisible and u ∈ EX , it follows from this
equality that t̂ ◦ w is a deflation. On the other hand, it belongs to EX ∩ (T ◦ WZ

X) and,
since T is a topologizing system, T ◦WZ

X ⊆ W
Z
X ◦ T (see 2.4.2(c)). Therefore,

EX ∩ (T ◦WZ
X) ⊆ EX ∩ (WZ

X ◦ T ) ⊆ (EX ∩WZ
X) ◦ T =WX ◦ T = T ,

because the class of weak equivalences WX is, by hypothesis, stable, i.e. WX =WZ
X ∩EX .

Altogether shows that t̂ ◦ w ∈ T . The class of deflations EX being left divisible, the
fact that s = ξs ◦ γ = (ξs ◦ w) ◦ eγ implies that ξs ◦ w is a deflation. Since s ∈ S and
the system S is right divisible, it follows from the equality s = (ξs ◦ w) ◦ eγ that eγ ∈ S.
Therefore, u = (̂t ◦w) ◦ eγ ∈ T ◦ S.

This shows that the system T ◦ S is right divisible. Since, by (a) above, T ◦ S is left
topologizing, it is topologizing.

2.4.5. Proposition. (a) Let {Si | i ∈ J} be a finite family of systems of deflations
which are right divisible in EX (that is if t ◦ s ∈ Si and s ∈ EX , then s ∈ S). Suppose that
the class WX of weak equivalences is stable and the condition 2.0(d1) holds. Then⋂

i∈J
(T ◦ Si) = T ◦

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)

for any topologizing system T .
(b) Let {Si | i ∈ J} be a finite family of systems which are left divisible in EX (that is

if s ◦ e ∈ Si and e ∈ EX , then s ∈ S). Suppose that T is a system of deflations such that
for any pair L s←−M t−→ N of arrows of T , there exists a cocartesian square

M
s

−−−→ L
t
y cocart

y t̃

N
s′

−−−→ N
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with t̃ ◦ s ∈ T . Then ⋂
i∈J

(Si ◦ T ) =
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)
◦ T .

Proof. The inclusions⋂
i∈J

(Si ◦ T ) ⊇
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)
◦ T and

⋂
i∈J

(T ◦ Si) ⊇ T ◦
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)

hold for class of arrows T and any family of classes of arrows {Si | i ∈ J}. The claim is
that the inverse inclusions hold under respective conditions (a) and (b).

(a) Let v be an element of
⋂
i∈J

(T ◦ Si), that is u = ti ◦ si, where si ∈ Si, ti ∈ T and i

runs through J . So that for any i, j ∈ J , we have a commutative square

M
si
−−−→ Mi

sj

y y ti

Mj

tj
−−−→ N

which is decomposed into the diagram

M
γ

−−−→ M
t̃i

−−−→ Mi

t′j

y cart
y ti

Mj

tj
−−−→ N

with a cartesian square, where the morphism M γ−→ M is uniquely determined by the
equalities t′j ◦ γ = sj and t̃i ◦ γ = si. Since si and sj are deflations, it follows from the
condition 2.0(d1) that γ = w ◦ e, where e ∈ EX and w ∈ WZ

X . Set ui = t̃i ◦ w and
uj = t′j ◦ w. Since si = ui ◦ e, sj = uj ◦ e and the classes Si and Sj are right divisible
in EX , the deflation e belongs to Si ∩ Sj . The composition t = ti ◦ t̃i belongs to T and
ti ◦ ui = t ◦ w is a deflation which belongs to T ◦ WZ

X . But, by the argument 2.4.4(b),
EX ∩ (T ◦ WZ

X) = T . Thus, the element u = ti ◦ si equals to the composition (t ◦ w) ◦ e,
where e ∈ Si ∩ Sj and t ◦ w ∈ T . This proves the inclusion

⋂
i∈J

(T ◦ Si) ⊆ T ◦
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)

in

the case when |J | = 2. By an induction argument, it follows for an arbitrary finite J .
(b) Suppose now that the conditions (b) hold. Let u be an element of

⋂
i∈J

(Si ◦ T ),

that is u = si ◦ ti, where si ∈ S, ti ∈ T and i runs through J . Thus, for any i, j ∈ J , we
have a commutative square

M
ti

−−−→ Mi

tj

y y si

Mj

sj
−−−→ N
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which is decomposed into the diagram

M
ti

−−−→ Mi

tj

y cocart
y t′i

Mj

t̃j
−−−→ L

λ
−−−→ N

with a cocartesian square, where the morphism L λ−→ N is uniquely determined by the
equalities λ ◦ t̃j = sj and λ ◦ t′i = si. Since t̃j and t′i are deflations and, by hypothesis, the
classes Si and Sj are left divisible in EX , the morphism λ belongs to Si∩Sj . On the other
hand, the composition t̃j ◦ tj belongs to T , because T is a topologizing system and both
ti and tj are its elements. Thus, si ◦ ti = λ ◦ (̃tj ◦ tj) = sj ◦ tj . The rest of the proof is the
standard induction argument.

2.4.6. Proposition. Suppose that (CX ,EX ,WX) is such that WZ
X ◦ EX = HomCX ,

the class WX of weak equivalences is stable and the condition 2.0(d1) holds. Then⋂
i∈J

(T ◦ Si) = T ◦
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)

for any topologizing system T and any finite set {Si | i ∈ J} of classes of morphisms which
are right divisible in EX .

Proof. The argument is similar to that of 2.4.5(a). Details are left to the reader.

2.5. Thick systems of deflations. We call a system of deflations S of (CX , ĒX)
thick if it is left and right divisible in EX , closed under compositions and stable. We denote
by M(X, ĒX) the preorder (with respect to the inclusion) of thick systems of (CX , ĒX).

It follows that WX is the smallest thick system of (CX , ĒX).

2.5.1. Example. Suppose that CX has an initial object, x. Let T be a strictly full
subcategory of CX containing initial objects and

S = EX,T
def= ΣT ∩ EX = {s ∈ EX | Ker(s) ∈ ObT }

(see 2.3.2). Suppose that the kernel of any deflation M
e−→ N with M ∈ ObT belongs to

the subcategory T . Then it follows from the diagram 2.3.2(1) that the system S = EX,T is
right divisible in EX . Notice that the cartesian square (2) gives rise to a cartesian square

Ker(t ◦ s′) −−−→ Ker(t)y cart
y

Ker(s) −−−→ x

(3)

with all arrows in EX,T . The condition of 2.4.2 holds iff for each cartesian square (2) with
arrows from EX,T , the composition Ker(t ◦ s′) −→ x of consecutive arrows of (3) belongs
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to EX,T . Notice that the object (Ker(t ◦ s′),Ker(t ◦ s′)→ x) of the category CX/x is the
product of (Ker(s),Ker(s)→ x) and (Ker(t),Ker(t)→ x).

2.5.2. Proposition. Suppose that each deflation has a coimage which is also a
deflation, every morphism to an initial object is a deflations, and the class of deflations
EX is left divisible.

(a) The system EX,T is topologising iff the subcategory T /x is closed under finite
products (taken in CX/x) and for any deflation M e−→ N with M ∈ ObT /x, both Ker(e)
and N are objects of T /x.

(b) The system EX,T is thick iff for any deflation M
e−→ N such that N has arrows

to initial objects, M is an object of the subcategory T then and only then the objects N
and Ker(e) belong to T .

Proof. The argument for (a) follows from the discussion above. The proof of (b) uses
the commutative diagram 2.3.2(1). Details are left to the reader.

2.5.3. The case of a pointed category. If x is also a final object of CX , then the
categories CX/x and CX are naturally isomorphic and, therefore, K(t ◦ s′) is isomorphic
to the product of Ker(t) and Ker(s).

2.5.4. Topologizing and thick subcategories of exact and abelian categories.
It follows that if (CX ,EX) is an exact category, then EX,T is a topologizing system iff the
subcategory T is closed under finite products and admissible subquotients. In particular, if
(CX ,EX) is an abelian category, then EX,T is a topologizing system iff T is a topologizing
subcategory of CX in the sense of Gabriel.

It follows from 2.5.2 that any thick subcategory of an exact category (CX ,EX) is
topologizing. If (CX ,EX) is abelian, then thick categories are thick in the usual sense.

2.6. Serre systems.

Fix a svelte right exact category with weak equivalences (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX).

2.6.1. The closure. For a class S of deflations of (CX , ĒX), let RS denote the
set of all systems of deflations Σ divisible in EX such that any non-trivial right divisible
subsystem Σ′ of Σ has a non-trivial intersection with S (that is S∩Σ′−WX is non-empty).
We denote by S− the union of all Σ ∈ RS and call it the closure of S.

2.6.2. Proposition. (a) S− belongs to RS (hence it is the largest element of RS).
(b) (S−)− = S−.
(c) The system S− is closed under the composition.
(d) Suppose that the class WX of weak equivalences is stable. Then the system S− is

stable, that is S− = EX ∩ (S−)Z.

Proof. (a) Since divisible systems are closed under arbitrary unions, S− is a divisible
system. Let Σ be a non-trivial right divisible subsystem of S−. Then there exists Σ′ ∈ RS
such that Σ′ ∩ Σ is a non-trivial right divisible system. Since it is a subsystem of Σ′ and
Σ′ ∈ RS , the intersection Σ′ ∩ Σ ∩ S is non-trivial. In particular, Σ ∩ S is non-trivial.

(b) It follows from the argument (a) that RS = RS− ; hence (S−)− = S−.
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(c) Let Σ be a non-trivial right divisible in EX system contained in S− ◦ S−. Let
t, s be elements of S− such that t ◦ s ∈ Σ −WX . Since Σ is right divisible, it contains
s. Suppose that s is non-trivial, that is s 6∈ WX . Take any right divisible subsystem of Σ
containing element s and denote by Σ̃ its intersection with S−. Thus, Σ̃ is a non-trivial
right divisible subsystem of S− ∩ Σ, hence it has a non-trivial intersection with S. If
s ∈ WX , then Σ contains t ◦ s, and we apply the argument above to t ◦ s itself. This shows
that S− ◦ S− ∈ FS , or, equivalently, S− ◦ S− = S−.

(d) It follows from the definition of S− that it coincides with the union of all divisible
systems of deflations T such that T ∩S⊥ =WX . One can consider only stable systems T ,
because, by 2.3.1,

(EX ∩ T Z) ∩ S⊥ = EX ∩ (T Z ∩ (S⊥)Z) = EX ∩ (T ∩ S⊥)Z = EX ∩WZ
X =WX .

It follows from 1.6.1 that the union of stable systems is a stable system, hence S− is a
stable system.

2.6.2.1. Note. One can see that W−X = WX . In fact, W⊥X coincides with HomCX ,
whence the equality T ∩W⊥X =WX for a system T means precisely that T =WX .

2.6.3. Serre systems of deflations. We call a class S of deflations of (CX , ĒX) a
Serre system of deflations if S− = S. We denote by Se(X,EX) the preorder (with respect
to the inclusion) of all Serre systems of deflations of (CX , ĒX).

It follows from this definition and 2.6.2 that Serre systems of deflations are thick.

2.6.4. Proposition. Let (CX ,EX) be a svelte right exact category.
(a) The intersection of any family of Serre systems of deflations of (CX ,EX) is a

Serre system.
(b) Let {Si | i ∈ J} be a finite set of right divisible systems of deflations of (CX ,EX).

Then
⋂
i∈J
S−i =

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)−
.

Proof. (a) Let {Σj | j ∈ I} be a set of Serre systems of deflations of (CX ,EX). Let
S be a divisible system of deflations such that every non-trivial right divisible subsystem
S of S has a non-trivial intersection with

⋂
j∈I

Σj . In particular, S ∩ Σj is non-trivial for

every j ∈ I. Since Σj = Σ−j for all j ∈ I, it follows that S ⊆ Σj for all j ∈ I; that is

S ⊆
⋂
j∈I

Σj . This shows that
⋂
j∈I

Σj =
( ⋂
j∈I

Σj
)−
.

(b) Let {Si | i ∈ J} be a set of right divisible systems of deflations of (CX ,EX). Then,
evidently,

⋂
i∈J
S−i ⊇

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)−
. If J is finite, then the inverse inclusion holds.

Since, by (a) above,
⋂
i∈J
S−i is a Serre system of deflations, it suffices to show that any

non-trivial right divisible subsystem of
⋂
i∈J
S−i has a non-trivial intersection with

⋂
i∈J
Si.
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Let J = {1, 2, . . . , n}, and let T be a non-trivial right divisible subsystem of
⋂
i∈J
S−i .

In particular, T is a non-trivial right divisible subsystem of S−1 . Therefore, T ∩ S1 is a
non-trivial right divisible subsystem of

⋂
2≤i≤n

S−i . By a standard induction argument, this

implies that (T ∩ S1) ∩
( ⋂

2≤i≤n

Si
)

= T ∩
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)

is a non-trivial right divisible system.

Therefore, T ⊆
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)−
. In particular,

⋂
i∈J
S−i ⊆

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)−
.

2.6.5. The lattice of Serre systems. Fix a svelte right exact category (CX ,EX).
For any pair Σ1, Σ2 of Serre systems of deflations, we denote by Σ1∨Σ2 the smallest Serre
system containing Σ1 and Σ2.

2.6.5.1. Proposition. Let {Si | i ∈ J} be a finite set of Serre systems of deflations
of (CX ,EX). Then Σ ∨

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)

=
⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∨ Si) for any Serre system of deflations Σ.

Proof. There are the equalities⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∨ Si) =
⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∪ Si)− =
( ⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∪ Si)
)− =

(
(
⋂
i∈J
Si) ∪ Σ

)− =
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)
∨ Σ.

Here the second equality follows from 2.6.4.

2.7. Serre subcategories of a right exact category with initial objects.
Suppose that the category CX has an initial object, x and all morphisms to x are deflations.
Let S be a class of deflations of (CX , ĒX). We denote by T̃S the full subcategory of the
category CX generated by all M ∈ ObCX having the following property: for any pair
of deflations M

e−→ L
t−→ x such that t is non-trivial (i.e. t 6∈ WX), there exists a

decomposition t = u ◦ s, where u and s are deflations and s is a non-trivial element of S.
We denote by TS the full subcategory of CX generated by all M ∈ ObCX such that for
any pair of deflations M

u−→ L
t−→ x the object Ker(u) belongs to the subcategory T̃S .

It follows from the definition of TS that if M is an object of TS and M
e−→ L

t−→ x
are deflations, then L ∈ ObTS .

In fact, let L u−→ N
t−→ x be deflations. Then we have a commutative diagram

Ker(u ◦ e)
e′

−−−→ Ker(u)
λu

−−−→ xy cart
y cart

y
M

e
−−−→ L

u
−−−→ N −−−→ x

in which all horizontal arrows are deflations and Ker(u ◦ e) is an object of T̃S . Therefore,
Ker(u) ∈ ObT̃S , which implies that L ∈ ObTS .

By 2.3.2, the latter property implies that ΣTS is a left divisible system.
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2.7.1. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX) be a right exact category with an initial object x
and the class of weak equivalences coinciding with E~

X = {e ∈ EX | Ker(e) ' x}.
If S is a class of deflations of (CX , ĒX) closed under pull-backs, then ΣTS = S−.

Proof. (a) The system ΣTS belongs to RS ; in particular, ΣTS ⊆ S−.
In fact, let M t−→ N be an element of ΣTS − WX . By condition, this means that

Ker(t) is non-trivial (i.e. it is not an initial) object of the subcategory TS . Therefore, the
canonical morphism Ker(t) et−→ x is the composition of a non-trivial arrow Ker(t) s−→ L
of S and a deflation L −→ x. This shows that any right divisible system containing the
arrow M

t−→ N has a non-trivial morphism from S; hence ΣTS ⊆ S−.
(b) It remains to show that S− ⊆ ΣTS .
Suppose this is not true, and let M s−→ L be an arrow from S− which does not

belong to ΣTS ; that is Ker(s) is not an object of TS , which means that the canonical
deflation Ker(s) es−→ x factors through a deflation Ker(s) v−→ N such that Ker(v) λv−→ x

is a composition of two deflations, Ker(v) u−→ L and L
t−→ x, where t is non-trivial and

S-torsion free in the sense that if t = t′ ◦ γ and γ ∈ S, then γ ∈ WX . Since S− is a left
divisible system of deflations, the deflation L

t−→ x belongs to S−.
Consider the smallest right divisible system generated by the morphism L

t−→ x. It
consists of all deflationsM e−→ Ñ such that there is a deflation Ñ w−→ N and a cartesian
square

L
t

−−−→ xx cart
x

M
w◦e
−−−→ N

Since the composition of cartesian squares is a cartesian square, we have a decomposition

L −−−→ M −−−→ L L
id
−−−→ L

t
y cart we

y cart
y t of t

y y t

x −−−→ N −−−→ x x
id
−−−→ x

and a decomposition

L
ẽ

−−−→ Ker(w)
ew

−−−→ x L
t

−−−→ xy cart
y cart

y of
y cart

y
M

e
−−−→ Ñ

w
−−−→ N M

w◦e
−−−→ N

If M e−→ Ñ is a non-trivial element of S, then, since (by hypothesis, Ker(e) is non-

trivial and) Ker(̃e) ' Ker(e), the arrow L
ẽ−→ Ker(w) is a non-trivial element of S, which

contradicts to the condition on L
t−→ x.

2.8. Coreflective systems and Serre systems. Let (CX , ĒX) be a right exact
category with weak equivalences and S a class of its deflations containingWX . We call the
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class S coreflective if every deflation M
e−→ L is the composition of an arrow M

se−→ N

of S and a deflation N
γe−→ L such that any other decomposition M

t−→ N
u−→ L of e

with t ∈ S factors through M se−→ N
γe−→ L. The latter means that there exists a deflation

N
v−→ N such that se = v ◦ t and u = γe ◦ v. Since t is an epimorphism, the first equality

implies that v is uniquely defined.

2.8.1. Proposition. Every coreflective system of deflations which is stable under
base change and closed under compositions is a Serre system.

Proof. In fact, each deflation M e−→ L has the biggest decomposition M se−→ N
γe−→ L,

where se ∈ S. Since S is closed under composition, γe has only a trivial decomposition.
Therefore, S− = S.

3. The spectra related with topologizing, thick and Serre systems.

Fix a svelte right exact category with a stable class of weak equivalences (CX , ĒX) =
(CX ,EX ,WX). Recall that T(X, ĒX) denotes the preorder of all topologizing systems of
deflations of (CX , ĒX), Se(X, ĒX) the preorder of all Serre systems and M(X, ĒX)
the preorder of all thick systems of (CX , ĒX). We denote by MT(X, ĒX) (resp. by
SeT(X, ĒX)) the subpreorder of all thick (resp. Serre) topologizing systems. That is

MT(X, ĒX) = M(X, ĒX) ∩ T(X, ĒX) and SeT(X, ĒX) = Se(X, ĒX) ∩ T(X, ĒX).

3.1. The support in topologizing systems. For any class S of the deflations
of (CX , ĒX) containing the class WX of weak equivalences, we denote by SuppT(S) the
subpreorder of T(X, ĒX) formed by all topologizing systems which do not contain S, and
call it the support of S in topologizing systems.

We denote by Ŝ the union of all systems of SuppT(S). It follows that the inclusion
S1 ⊆ S2 implies that Ŝ1 ⊆ Ŝ2. If S2 is topologizing, then the inverse implication holds: if
Ŝ1 ⊆ Ŝ2, then S1 ⊆ S2 (because, if S1 * S2, then S2 ⊆ Ŝ1, but, S2 * Ŝ2). Let [S] denote
the smallest topologizing system containing S. It is clear that Ŝ = [̂S].

Finally, notice that if S ⊇ S1 * Ŝ, then Ŝ ⊆ Ŝ1 ⊆ Ŝ, that is Ŝ1 = Ŝ.
The system Ŝ is the largest element of SuppT(S) whenever Ŝ is topologizing. The

following assertion provides sufficient conditions for this occurence.

3.1.1. Lemma. Let (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) be a svelte right exact category with
a stable class of weak equivalences (condition 2.0(b)) and with a left divisible a weakly
right divisible class EX of deflations (conditions 2.0(c) and 2.0(d)). Suppose also that the
condition 2.0(e’) holds. If S is a class of deflations such that the system Ŝ is multiplicative,
then Ŝ is topologizing.

Proof. Let T1, T2 be topologizing systems from the support of S. If Ŝ is multiplicative,
then T1 ◦ T2 ⊆ Ŝ. By 2.4.4, the system T1 ◦ T2 is topologizing and it contains T1 and T2.
This shows that the support of S is filtered, hence Ŝ is a topologizing system.
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3.2. The spectrum Spect(X, ĒX). The elements of the spectrum Spect(X, ĒX)
are all topologizing systems S such that Ŝ is a Serre system, i.e. Ŝ = Ŝ−. We endow
Spect(X, ĒX) with the preorder ⊇ called (with a good reason) the specialization preorder.

3.3. The spectra Spec1
t (X, ĒX) and Spec1,1

t (X, ĒX). For any system S of de-
flations of (CX , ĒX), let S∗ denote the intersection of all topologizing systems properly
containing S. We denote by Spec1

t (X, ĒX) the preorder (with respect to ⊇) of all thick
topologizing systems of deflations Σ such that Σ∗ 6= Σ and set

Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX) = Spec1

t (X, ĒX)
⋂

Se(X, ĒX).

Thus, the spectrum Spec1
t (X, ĒX) is the disjoint union of

Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX) = {Σ ∈ T(X, ĒX) | Σ = Σ− ( Σ∗} and

Spec1,0
t (X, ĒX) = {Σ ∈MT(X, ĒX) | Σ 6= Σ∗ ⊆ Σ−}.

3.4. Proposition. Suppose that (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) is a svelte right exact
category with a stable class of weak equivalences (condition 2.0(b)) and with a left divisible
a weakly right divisible class EX of deflations (conditions 2.0(c) and 2.0(d)). Then there
is a natural isomorphism

Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX) ∼−→ Spect(X, ĒX).

Proof. Consider the map which assigns to each Σ ∈ Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX) the union Σ∗ of

all right divisible in EX subsystems of Σ∗ which have trivial intersection with Σ. Notice
that, since Σ is a Serre system, the right divisible system Σ∗ is a non-trivial. The claim
is that the topologizing system [Σ∗] spanned by Σ∗ (which is a topologizing subsystem of
the topologizing system Σ∗) is an element of the spectrum Spect(X, ĒX).

(i) Observe that Σ ⊆ Σ̂∗, because the system Σ is topologizing and the equality
Σ∗ ∩ Σ =WX combined with the non-triviality of the system Σ∗ implies that Σ∗ * Σ.

(ii) On the other hand, if S is a topologizing system of deflations which is not
contained in the system Σ, then Σ∗ ⊆ S.

In fact, suppose that S * Σ. Then, by 2.4.4(b), the composition S◦Σ is a topologizing
system properly containing Σ. Therefore,

Σ∗ ⊆ (S ◦ Σ) ∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ S ◦ (Σ ∩ Σ⊥) = S ◦WX = S.

In other words, if S is a topologizing system which does not contain Σ∗, then S ⊆ Σ.
This proves the inverse inclusion, Σ̂∗ ⊆ Σ., hence the equality Σ− = Σ = Σ̂∗. As it is
observed in 3.2, Σ̂∗ = [̂Σ∗]; so that [Σ∗] is an element of the spectrum Spect(X, ĒX).
Thus, we obtained a map

Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX) −−−→ Spect(X, ĒX), Σ 7−→ [Σ∗]. (1)
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Let now S ∈ Spect(X, ĒX), that is S is a topologizing system such that Ŝ is a Serre
system. Since, by 2.6.2(c), any Serre system is multiplicative, it follows from 3.1.1 that
the system Ŝ is topologizing. If Σ is a topologizing system properly containing Ŝ, then Σ
contains S. This shows that Ŝ∗ coincides with the smallest topologizing system containing
Ŝ ∪ S; in particular, Ŝ− = Ŝ 6= Ŝ∗, i.e. Ŝ is an element of the spectrum Spec1,1

t (X, ĒX).
One can see that the map

Spect(X, ĒX) −−−→ Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX), S 7−→ Ŝ,

is inverse to the map (1).

3.5. Remark. It follows from the argument of 3.4 that the map

Σ 7−→ Σ∗, Σ ∈ Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX),

gives a canonical realization of Spect(X, ĒX) as the preorder of systems of deflations S
which are characterized by the following properties:

(a) Ŝ is a Serre system and S ∩ Ŝ =WX ;
(b) if a system T of deflations is such that T̂ = Ŝ and T ∩ Ŝ =WX , then T ⊆ S.
Notice that that for every such system S, the corresponding Serre system Ŝ coincides

with the union Š of all topologizing systems of deflations Σ such that S ∩ Σ =WX .

3.6. Local right exact ’spaces’ and categories with weak equivalences. Let
(CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) be a svelte right exact category with weak equivalences. We call
(CX , ĒX) (and the right exact ’space’ (X, ĒX) it represents) local if there is the smallest
non-trivial topologizing system, or, equivalently, the intersection W∗X of all non-trivial
topologizing systems of (CX ,EX) is non-trivial.

It follows that a right exact ’space’ (X, ĒX) is local iff the spectrum Spect(X, ĒX)
has a unique closed point, and this closed point belongs to the support of any non-trivial
divisible system of (CX , ĒX).

3.7. The spectrum Spec1,1
M (X, ĒX). The elements of this spectrum are all Serre

systems Σ such that the intersection Σ? of all thick systems of deflations of (CX , ĒX)
properly containing Σ is not equal to Σ. Equivalently, Spec1,1

M (X, ĒX) consists of all Serre

systems Σ such that Σ?
def= Σ? ∩ Σbot is non-trivial. As all other spectra, the spectrum

Spec1,1
M (X, ĒX) is endowed with the specialization preorder ⊇.

One of the most essential properties of the spectrum Spec1,1
M (X, ĒX) is the following.

3.7.1. Proposition. Let (X, ĒX) be a right exact ’space’ and Σ ∈ Spec1,1
M (X, ĒX).

For any finite family {Si | i ∈ J} of right divisible in EX systems of deflations, Si * Σ for
all i ∈ J iff

⋂
i∈J

Si * Σ.

Proof. By 2.6.4,
⋂
i∈J
S−i =

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)−
, and by 2.6.5.1, Σ ∨

( ⋂
i∈J
S−i
)

=
⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∨ S−i ).

Therefore,
Σ ∨

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)− =

⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∨ S−i ). (2)
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If Si * Σ for all i ∈ J , then each of the strongly closed systems S−i ∨ Σ contains
Σ properly. Since Σ is an element of the spectrum Spec1,1

sc (X, ĒX), the intersection of
S−i ∨ Σ, i ∈ J, contains in Σ properly. Then it follows from the equality (5) that the
intersection

⋂
i∈J
Si is not contained in Σ.

Since the spectrum Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX) is contained in Spec1,1

M (X, ĒX), the elements of
Spec1,1

t (X, ĒX) have the property described in 3.7.1.

4. Semitopologizing systems and the related spectral theory.

The topological systems defined in 2.4 might be inconvenient in some situations, be-
cause they require invariance of deflations under push-forwards, which is not necessarily
available in right exact, or even exact categories. There is a different setting based on the
notion of a semitopological system,which does not require push-forwards and still recovers
the abelian theory. It is sketched below.

4.0. Conventions. We fix a svelte rignt exact category with a stable class of weak
equivalences (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) such that WX ◦ WZ = WZ

X . We assume that the
category CX has fiber products.

4.1. Strongly stable, cartesian complete and semitopologizing systems.
(i) A class S of deflations of (CX , ĒX) will be called strongly stable if it is invariant

under pull-backs, stable (that is S = EX ∩ SZ) and, in addition,

S = EX ∩ (S ◦WZ
X). (1)

(ii) We call a class of deflations S cartesian complete if, for any cartesian square with
arrows in S, the composition of two consecutive arrows belongs to S.

(iii) We call a system of deflations right semitopologizing (resp. left semitopologizing)
if it is cartesian complete, strongly stable, and right (resp. left) divisible in EX .

We say that a system semitopologizing if it is both left and right semitopologizing.

4.1.1. Topological and semitopological systems. Suppose that the class EX of
deflations is left divisible in the following sense: if t ◦ s ∈ EX 3 s, then t ∈ EX . Then every
left (resp. right) topologizing system of deflations is left (resp. right) semitopologizing.

In fact, any left (resp. right) topologizing system is, by definition, cartesian complete
and, by 2.4.3 (or 1.10.2), stable. If T is a left (or/and right) topologizing system, then
T ◦WZ

X ⊆ W
Z
X ◦ T (see 2.4.2(c)), so that

T ⊆ EX ∩ (T ◦WZ
X) ⊆ EX ∩ (WZ

X ◦ T ) = (EX ∩WZ
X) ◦ T =WX ◦ T = T ,

whence T = EX ∩ (T ◦ WZ
X). Here the first equality is due to the left divisibility of EX

and the second one to the stability of WX .

4.1.2. About cartesian completeness. Let CX have an initial object, x, and let
T be a full subcategory of the category CX/x. Consider the system ST of all deflations s
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of (CX , ĒX) such that (Ker(s),Ker(s) −→ x) is an object of T. The class of arrows ST is
cartesian complete iff T is a category with finite products.

This follows from the observation that to every cartesian square

M
s′

−−−→ M
t̃
y cart

y t

L
s

−−−→ N

(2)

there corresponds a cartesian square

Ker(s ◦ t̃) −−−→ Ker(t)y cart
y

Ker(s) −−−→ x

obtained via pulling back the square (2) along the unique arrow x −→ N .

4.1.3. Proposition. (a) Let S be a system of deflations satisfying the equality
S = EX ∩ (S ◦WZ

X). Then the stable envelope EX ∩ SZ of the system S has this property;
that is the class EX ∩ SZ is strongly stable.

(b) The family of strongly stable classes of deflations is closed under arbitrary inter-
sections and unions.

(c) The family of cartesian complete classes of deflations is closed under arbitrary
intersections and filtered (with respect to the inclusion) unions. Similarly for left or/and
right semitopologizing systems.

Proof. (a) Since, by hypothesis, the category CX has fiber products, for any pair of
classes of arrows S, T , there is an obvious inclusion SZ ◦ T Z ⊆ (S ◦ T Z)Z. In particular,
SZ ◦ WZ

X ⊆ (S ◦ WZ
X)Z. Therefore, for any system S such that S = EX ∩ (S ◦ WZ

X), we
obtain the following:

EX ∩ SZ ⊆ EX ∩ ((EX ∩ SZ) ◦WZ
X) ⊆ EX ∩ (SZ ◦WZ

X) ⊆ EX ∩ (S ◦WZ
X)Z =

EX ∩ (EZ
X ∩ (S ◦WZ

X)Z) = EX ∩ (EX ∩ (S ◦WZ
X))Z = EX ∩ SZ.

(b) Let {Ti | i ∈ J} be a set of classes of arrows such that Ti = EX ∩ (Ti ◦WZ
X) for all

i ∈ J . Then⋂
i∈J
Ti ⊆ EX ∩

(( ⋂
i∈J
Ti
)
◦WZ

X

)
⊆ EX ∩

( ⋂
i∈J
Ti ◦WZ

X

)
=
⋂
i∈J

(EX ∩ (Ti ◦WZ
X)) =

⋂
i∈J
Ti.

Similarly,⋃
i∈J
Ti ⊆ EX ∩

(( ⋃
i∈J
Ti
)
◦WZ

X

)
= EX ∩

( ⋃
i∈J
Ti ◦WZ

X

)
=
⋃
i∈J

(EX ∩ (Ti ◦WZ
X)) =

⋃
i∈J
Ti.

By 2.1, the class of (right or/and left) stable systems is closed under arbitrary inter-
sections and unions.
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(c) The assertion follows from (b).

4.1.4. Proposition. (a) For any system of deflations T , the intersection

EX ∩ (T ◦WZ
X)Z

is the smallest strongly stable system containing T .
(b) If the system T is cartesian complete, then the smallest strongly stable system

containing T is cartesian complete.
(c) Suppose that the condition 2.0(d) holds. Then, for any right divisible system of

deflations T , the smallest strongly stable system containing T is right divisible.
In particular, if T is a right divisible and cartesian complete system, then its strongly

stable envelope EX ∩ (T ◦WZ
X)Z is a right semitopological system.

Proof. (a) By 1.6.1(ii), if a system S satifies the equality S = EX ∩ (S ◦ SZ), then the
class of arrows SZ is multiplicative. In particular, the class of arrows WZ

X is closed under
composition. So that, for any system S, we have

EX ∩ (S ◦WZ
X) ⊆ EX ∩ ((EX ∩ (S ◦WZ

X)) ◦WZ
X) ⊆

EX ∩ ((S ◦WZ
X) ◦WZ

X) = EX ∩ (S ◦WZ
X),

which shows that the system T = EX ∩(S ◦WZ
X) satisfies the equality T = EX ∩(T ◦WZ

X).
Evidently, T is the smallest system containing S and satisfying this equality.

By 4.1.2(a), the system EX ∩ T Z is the smallest strongly stable system containing T .
Notice that

EX ∩ T Z = EX ∩ (EX ∩ (S ◦WZ
X)Z = EX ∩ (EZ

X ∩ (S ◦WZ
X)Z) = EX ∩ (S ◦WZ

X)Z

hence the assertion.
(b1) If a class of deflations T is cartesian complete, then EX ∩ (T ◦ WZ

X) has this
property.

In fact, for any pair of arrows ti ◦ wi ∈ EX , i = 1, 2, such that ti ∈ T and wi ∈
WZ
X , i = 1, 2, we have diagram

L
w′′2
−−−→ M

t′′2
−−−→ L1

w̃1

y cart
y w′1 cart

y w1

L′
w′2
−−−→ M′

t′2
−−−→ M1

t̃1

y cart
y t′1 cart

y t1

L2

w2
−−−→ M2

t2
−−−→ N

built out of cartesian squares. So that

(t1 ◦w1) ◦ (t′′2 ◦w′′2) = (t1 ◦ t′2) ◦ (w′1 ◦w′′2) ∈ EX ∩ (T ◦WZ
X),
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because, by hypothesis, T is cartesian complete and WZ
X ◦W

Z
X =WZ

X .
(c) Consider a commutative square

L
w
−−−→ M

s1

y y t

L
s2
−−−→ M

where t ∈ T , w ∈ WX , and t ◦w, s1 and s2 are deflations. The square is decomposed into
the diagram

L
f

−−−→ L̃
w2
−−−→ M

t1

y cart
y t

L
s2
−−−→ M

with cartesian square such that s̃2 ◦ f = w and t1 ◦ f = s1. By the condition 2.0(d), the
latter equality implies that f = w1 ◦ e, where e is a deflation and w1 ∈ WZ

X . It follows from
the fact that w = (w2 ◦w1) ◦ e ∈ WX and e is a deflation that w2 ◦w1 ∈ WX and e ∈ WX .
Therefore, s1 = t1 ◦ (w1 ◦ e), where t1 ∈ T and w1 ◦ e ∈ WZ

X .

4.2. Strongly thick systems. We call a system of deflations S strongly thick if it
is divisible in EX , stable, and S ◦ SZ = SZ.

We denote by Ms(X, ĒX) the preorder (with respect to the inclusion) of all strongly
thick systems of (CX , ĒX). It follows from our assumptions (see 4.0) that the class WX of
weak equivalences is the smallest element of Ms(X, ĒX).

4.2.1. Observations. (a) Thanks to the existence of fiber products in CX , for any
class of arrows S which is invariant under pull-backs, the inclusion S◦SZ ⊆ SZ is equivalent
to the multiplicativity of SZ, that is the inclusion SZ ◦ SZ ⊆ SZ.

In particular, a system S is strongly thick iff it is stable and SZ ◦ SZ = SZ.
(b) Every strongly thick system of deflation S is multiplicative, because

S ◦ S ⊆ EX ∩ (S ◦ SZ) = EX ∩ SZ = S.

(c) Every strongly thick system S is semitopologizing, because it is multiplicative and

EX ∩ (S ◦WZ
X) ⊆ EX ∩ (S ◦ SZ) = EX ∩ SZ = S.

(d) A stable, divisible in EX system of deflations S is strongly thick, when it satisfies
the condition

(#) If in the commutative diagram

L̃
s̃

−−−→ K
j′
y cart

y j

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ K

(3)
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with cartesian square t ◦ j = idN and morphisms t and s̃ belong to S, then t ◦ s ∈ S.

Indeed, if the condition (#) holds, then, by 1.6.1(ii), the class SZ is multiplicative.
(e) Evidently, the class of deflations EX is strongly thick iff EX ◦ EZ

X = EZ
X .

(f) It follows from 4.1.2 that the preorder Ms(X, ĒX) of strongly thick systems is
closed under arbitrary intersections and filtered unions.

4.2.2. Note. One can see that the condition (#) from 4.2.1(d) holds for EX , if the
class EX is left divisible, because (t ◦ s) ◦ j′ = s̃ ∈ EX (see the diagram (3) above).

In general, the condition (#) provides an effective tool for finding if a system is stable
or not. The following assertion shows that in most of cases of interest the condition (#)
is a criterium.

4.2.3. Proposition. Suppose that the class EX of deflations satisfies the condition
(#) (say, it is left divisible). Let S be a stable class of deflations invariant under pull-backs.
Then the following conditions are equivalent:

(a) SZ ◦ SZ ⊆ SZ,
(b) S satisfies the condition (#).

Proof. (a)⇒ (b). The morphism t ◦ s in the condition (#) belongs to the intersection
of S ◦SZ and EX due to the fact that the arrows s̃ and t in the condition (#) are deflations
and EX satisfies (#). Therefore, if the condition (b) holds and S is stable, t ◦ s belongs to
SZ ∩ EX = S.

The implication (b)⇒ (a) follows from 1.6.1(ii).

4.2.4. Proposition. Suppose that EZ
X ⊆ W

Z
X ◦ EX . Then a strongly stable divisible

in EX system of deflations S is strongly thick iff it is multiplicative.
In other words, a thick system S is strongly thick iff S = EX ∩ (S ◦WZ

X).

Proof. By 4.2.1(b), any strongly thick system is multiplicative.
The claim is that any multiplicative strongly stable right divisible in EX class of

deflations satisfies the condition (#).
In fact, the inclusion EZ

X ⊆ W
Z
X ◦ EX allows to replace the diagram in (#) by the

diagram

L̃
s̃1
−−−→ K1

w̃
−−−→ K

j′
y cart

yj1 cart
y j

L
s1
−−−→ M1

w
−−−→ M

t
−−−→ K

(4)

with cartesian squares, where w̃ ◦ s̃1 = s̃, w ◦ s1 = s, s1 ∈ EX , and w ∈ WZ
X .

Since the system of deflations EX is left divisible in EX , the morphism w̃ is a deflation
(hence it belongs toWX thanks to the stabiligy ofWX). The composition t◦w is a deflation,
because, by hypothesis, the system of deflations satisfies (#) and both w̃ and t are deflations
(look at the diagram (3) ignoring its left square). The equality EX ∩ (S ◦WZ

X) = S implies
that t ◦ w ∈ S. Since the system S is right divisible in EX , the arrow s̃ belongs to S,
whence s1 ∈ EX ∩ SZ = S (thanks to the stability of S). Finally, the multiplicativity of S
implies that t ◦ s = (t ◦w) ◦ s1 ∈ S.
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4.2.5. Note. For any class of arrows S invariant under pull-backs and such that
WX ◦S = S, there is the inclusionWZ

X ◦S ⊆ SZ. In particular,WZ
X ◦EX ⊆ EZ

X . Therefore,
the inclusion EZ

X ⊆ W
Z
X ◦ EX used in 4.2.4 is equivalent to the equality EZ

X =WZ
X ◦ EX .

The equality EZ
X = WZ

X ◦ EX holds when EX coincides with the class of all strict
epimorphisms of the category CX , in CX , there exist 2-coimages of arbitrary arrows (see
2.0.1(d)&(e)), and WZ

X contains all monomorphisms of CX (say, CX has initial objects).
Indeed, in this case WZ

X ◦ EX (hence EZ
X) coincides with HomCX .

4.3. Strongly closed systems.

4.3.1. The strong closure. For a class of deflations S of (CX , ĒX), let Rs
S denote

the set of all systems T divisible in EX such that T = EX ∩ (T ◦WZ
X) and T ∩S⊥ =WX .

We denote by S† the union of all T ∈ Rs
S .

The construction S 7−→ S† has the properties similar to those of the closure S 7−→ S−.

4.3.2. Proposition. (a) For any class of deflations S, the system S† belongs to Rs
S

(hence it is the largest element of Rs
S).

(b) (S†)† = S†.
(c) The system S† is closed under the composition.
(d) The system S† is stable (hence strongly stable), that is S† = EX ∩ (S†)Z.

Proof. (a) The assertion follows from 4.1.2(b).
(b) It follows that Rs

S† ⊆ Rs
S . On the other hand, S† ∈ Rs

S† . Hence the equality.
(c) The argument is similar to that of 2.6.2(c).
(d) If T ∈ Rs

S , then the associated stable system, EX ∩ T Z, belongs to Rs
S .

In fact, by 4.1.2(a), the system EX ∩ T Z is strongly stable. On the other hand, the
equality S⊥ = (S⊥)Z implies that

(EX ∩ T Z) ∩ S⊥ = EX ∩ T Z ∩ (S⊥)Z = EX ∩ (T ∩ S⊥)Z = EX ∩WZ
X =WX .

This shows that EX ∩ T Z belongs to Rs
S . In particular, EX ∩ (S†)Z belongs to Rs

S , which
implies the stability of S†.

4.3.3. Observations. (a) One can see that S† is the largest divisible in EX strongly
stable subsystem of S−. So that S− = S† iff EX ∩ (S− ◦WZ

X) = S−.
It follows from 4.1.1 that if the class of deflatons EX is left divisible (in the sense of

4.1.1) and S− is a topological system, then S− = S†.
In particular, S− = S† in the case of an abelian category (CX , ĒX).
(b) Since, by hypothesis, the classWX of weak equivalences is strongly stable and, by

2.6.2.1, W−X =WX , it follows that WX =W†X .

4.3.4. Proposition. Let {Si | i ∈ J} be a finite set of right divisible in EX systems
of deflations of (CX ,EX). Then

⋂
i∈J
S†i =

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)†
.

Proof. The argument is similar to the proof of 2.6.4(b).
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4.3.5. Strongly closed systems of deflations. We call a class S of deflations of
(CX , ĒX) a strongly closed system if S = S†. Strongly closed systems of (CX , ĒX) form a
preorder with respect to the inclusion, which we denote by Ses(X,EX).

By 4.3.2, strongly closed systems are strongly stable and multiplicative; and, by defi-
nition, they are divisible in EX . Therefore, every strongly closed system is semitopological.

4.3.6. Proposition. (a) The intersection of any set of strongly closed systems of
deflations of (CX ,EX) is a strongly closed system.

(b) Suppose that EZ
X = WZ

X ◦ EX . Then every strongly closed system of deflations is
strongly thick.

Proof. (a) The argument is similar to that of 2.6.4(a).
(b) The assertion follows from the multiplicativity of strongly closed systems (see

4.3.2(c)) and 4.2.4.

4.3.7. The lattice of strongly closed systems. Fix a svelte right exact category
(CX ,EX). For any pair Σ1, Σ2 of strongly closed systems of deflations, we denote by
Σ1 t Σ2 the smallest strongly closed system containing Σ1 and Σ2.

4.3.7.1. Proposition. Let {Si | i ∈ J} be a finite set of strongly closed systems of
deflations of (CX ,EX). Then Σ t

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)

=
⋂
i∈J

(Σ t Si) for any strongly closed system of

deflations Σ.

Proof. There are the equalities⋂
i∈J

(Σ t Si) =
⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∪ Si)† =
( ⋂
i∈J

(Σ ∪ Si)
)† =

(
(
⋂
i∈J
Si) ∪ Σ

)† =
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)
t Σ.

Here the second equality follows from 2.6.4.

4.4. Spectra. For every class of deflations S, we denote by Sst the intersection of all
semitopologizing systems properly containing S and by Ssc the intersection of all strongly
stable thick systems properly containing the class S.

We denote by Spec1,1
sc (X, ĒX) the preorder (with respect to ⊇) formed by those

strongly closed systems of deflations Σ for which Σsc 6= Σ, or, equivalently, the intersection
Σsc

def= Σsc ∩ Σ⊥ is a non-trivial system of deflations.
Similarly, we define the spectrum Spec1,1

st (X, ĒX) as the preorder formed by all
strongly closed systems Σ for which Σst 6= Σ, or, what is the same, the system of de-
flations

Σst
def= Σst ∩ Σ⊥

is non-trivial. It follows from the definitions that the spectrum Spec1,1
st (X, ĒX) is a

subpreorder of the spectrum Spec1,1
st (X, ĒX).

The following useful fact is a direct analog uf 3.7.1.

4.4.1. Proposition. Let Σ ∈ Spec1,1
sc (X, ĒX). For any finite family {Si | i ∈ J} of

right divisible in EX systems of deflations, Si * Σ for all i ∈ J iff
⋂
i∈J

Si * Σ.
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Proof. The argument below is similar to the proof of 3.7.1.
By 4.3.4,

⋂
i∈J
S†i =

( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)†
, and by 4.3.7.1, Σ t

( ⋂
i∈J
S†i
)

=
⋂
i∈J

(Σ t S†i ). Therefore,

Σ t
( ⋂
i∈J
Si
)† =

⋂
i∈J

(Σ t S†i ). (5)

If Si * Σ for all i ∈ J , then each of the strongly closed systems S†i t Σ contains
Σ properly. Since Σ is an element of the spectrum Spec1,1

sc (X, ĒX), the intersection of
S†i t Σ, i ∈ J, contains in Σ properly. Then it follows from the equality (5) that the
intersection

⋂
i∈J
Si is not contained in Σ.

5. Strongly ’exact’ functors and localizations.

5.0. Strongly ’exact’ functors. Let (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) and (CY ,EY ,WY )
be right exact categories with weak equivalences. Recall that an ’exact’ functor from
(CY , ĒY ) to (CX , ĒX) is given by a functor CY −→ CX which maps deflations to deflations,
weak equivalences to weak equivalences and preserves pull-backs of deflations.

We say that an ’exact’ functor (CY , ĒY ) F−→ (CX , ĒX) is strongly ’exact’ if any carte-
sian square

M̃
f̃

−−−→ Ñ
s′
y cart

y s

M
f

−−−→ N

whose left vertical arrow is a deflation can be completed by a pull-back of this deflation

L̃
ξ̃

−−−→ M̃
f̃

−−−→ Ñ
s′′
y cart s′

y cart
y s

L
ξ

−−−→ M
f

−−−→ N

such that F maps the outer cartesian square

L̃
f̃◦ξ̃
−−−→ Ñ

s′′
y cart

y s

L
ξ◦f
−−−→ N

to a cartesian square.
In particular, any functor CY

F−→ CX which maps deflations to deflations and pre-
serves cartesian squares having at least one deflation among its arrows is strongly ’exact’.
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5.0.1. Strong ’exactness’ and preserving kernels. This seemingly technical
notion has a transparent meaning in the case the category CX has initial objects and
morphisms to initial objects are deflations. In this case,

an ’exact’ functor (CY , ĒY ) F−→ (CX , ĒX) is strongly exact iff the functor CY
F−→ CX

preserves kernels of arrows.

5.1. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX) F−→ (CY , ĒY ) be a strongly ’exact’ functor.
(a) F (SZ) ⊆ F (S)Z for any class of deflations S of the category CX .
In particular, F (WZ

X) ⊆ F (WX)Z ⊆ WZ
Y and F (EZ

X) ⊆ F (EX)Z ⊆ EZ
Y .

(b) The map T 7−→ EX ∩ F−1(T ) transfers stable, strongly stable, thick and semi-
topologizing systems of deflations to systems of deflations of the same kind.

(c) Suppose that one of the following conditions holds:
(i) If in the commutative diagram

L̃
s̃

−−−→ K
j′
y cart

y j

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ K

in CX or CY the square is cartesian, t ◦ j = idN and morphisms t and s̃ are deflations,
then the composition t ◦ s is a deflation.

(ii) EZ
X =WZ

X ◦ EX .
Then the map T 7−→ EX ∩ F−1(T ) preserves strongly thick systems.

Proof. (a) The inclusions follow from definitions.
(b1) Suppose that T is a class of arrows of CY satisfying T = EY ∩ (T ◦WZ

Y ). Then

F (EX ∩ ((EX ∩ F−1(T )) ◦WZ
X)) ⊆ EY ∩ F (F−1(T )) ◦WZ

X) ⊆

EY ∩ (T ◦ F (WZ
X)) ⊆ EY ∩ (T ◦WZ

Y ) = T ,

which implies the inclusion

EX ∩ ((EX ∩ F−1(T )) ◦WZ
X) ⊆ EX ∩ F−1(T ).

Since the inverse inclusion holds (for any class of arrows T ), we obtain the equality

EX ∩ ((EX ∩ F−1(T )) ◦WZ
X) = EX ∩ F−1(T ).

(b2) Similarly with the stability: if T = EY ∩ T Z, then

F (EX ∩ (EX ∩ F−1(T ))Z) = F (EX ∩ (EZ
X ∩ (F−1(T ))Z) =

F (EX ∩ (F−1(T ))Z) ⊆ EY ∩ F ((F−1(T ))Z) ⊆ EY ∩ T Z = T ,

which implies the inclusions

EX ∩ F−1(T ) ⊆ EX ∩ (EX ∩ F−1(T ))Z ⊆ EX ∩ F−1(T )
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equivalent to the stability of the class EX ∩ F−1(T ).
(b3) The fact that the map T 7−→ EX ∩ F−1(T ) respects strong stability implies,

obviously, that it maps semitopologizing systems to semitopologizing systems.
(c1) Suppose that the class of deflations EX satisfies the condition (i). Let S be a

stable class of deflations of (CY , ĒY ) invariant under pull-backs and satisfying the condition
(#) If in the commutative diagram

L̃
s̃

−−−→ K
j′
y cart

y j

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ K

(1)

with cartesian square t ◦ j = idN and morphisms t and s̃ belong to S, then t ◦ s ∈ S.
Then the class EX ∩ F−1(S) satisfies this condition.
In fact, let (1) be a diagram whose square is cartesian and s̃ and t are arrows from

EX ∩ F−1(S). Since the functor F is strongly ’exact’ and the arrow s̃ in the diagram (1)
is a deflation, there exists a pull-back of s̃ along some arrow K

γ−→ K such that F maps
the pull-back of L s−→M along K

j◦γ−→M to a pull-back of F (s) allong F (j ◦ γ).
By hypothesis, the class of deflations EX satisfies the condition (#). So that the

composition t◦s is a deflation. Taking a pull-back of the deflation t◦s along the morphism
K

γ−→ K, we obtain the diagram

L̃
ŝ

−−−→ K

λ′
y cart

y λ
L

s̄
−−−→ M

t̄
−−−→ K

γ′′
y cart

y γ′ cart
y γ

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ K

(2)

built of cartesian squares, where the morphism K
λ−→ M is uniquely determined by the

equalities γ′ ◦λ = j ◦ γ and t̄ ◦λ = idK. Since the functor F is ’exact’ and the arrows t and
t ◦ s are deflations, F preserves pull-backs of this arrows which implies that it maps the
lower two cartesian squares of the diagram (2) to cartesian squares. Since, by construction,
F preserves the pull-back of the arrow L s−→ M along the morphism γ′ ◦ λ = j ◦ γ, it
follows that F maps the upper square of (2) to a cartesian square as well. By the condition
(#), F (̄t ◦ s̄) = F (̄t) ◦ F (s̄) ∈ S, that is t̄ ◦ s̄ ∈ F−1(S) ∩ EX . Since, by hypothesis, the
class S is stable and t̄ ◦ s̄ is a pull-back of the deflation t ◦ s, it follows from the assertion
(b) that t ◦ s ∈ F−1(S) ∩ EX .

(c2) Suppose that the condition (i) holds, that is the both classes of deflations, EX
and EY , satisfy the condition (#). The fact that EY satisfies (#) implies, by 4.2.3, that
any class S of deflations of (CY , ĒY ) invariant under pull-backs and such that SZ is mul-
tiplicative satisfies the condition (#). If, in addition, the class S is stable, then, by (c1)
above, the class EX∩F−1(S) satisfies the condition (#), which implies the multiplicativity
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of the class (EX∩F−1(S))Z. Since, by (b), the map T 7−→ EX∩F−1(T ) preserves strongly
stable systems, we obtain that it preserves strongly thick systems.

(c3) If EZ
X = WZ

X ◦ EX , then, by 4.2.4, a strongly stable divisible in EX system is
strongly thick iff it is multiplicative. Evidently, the T 7−→ EX ∩ F−1(T ) maps multiplica-
tive systems to multiplicative systems. Therefore, it maps strongly stable multiplicative
systems (in particular, strongly thick systems) to strongly thick systems.

5.2. Proposition. Let (CY , ĒY )
F
−−−→ (CZ , ĒZ) be a strongly ’exact’ functor. Set

EY,F = ΣF ∩ EY = {s ∈ EY | F (s) ∈ Iso(CZ)}.
(a) Suppose that the class of deflations EY satisfies the condition (i) of 5.1. Then the

class (EY,F )Z is multiplicative.
(b) If all deflations of (CZ , ĒZ) having a trivial kernel are isomorphisms, then EY,F

is a stable class, that is EY,F = (EY,F )Z ∩ EY .

Proof. (a) It suffices to show that if L s−→ M and M t−→ N are morphisms of CX
such that s ∈ EZ

Y,F and t ∈ EY,F , then t ◦ s ∈ EZ
Y,F . Since s ∈ EZ

Y,F and the functor F is
strongly ’exact’, there is a cartesian square

L̃
s̃

−−−→ K
j′
y cart

y j

L
s

−−−→ M

(3)

such that s̃ ∈ EY,F and the functor F maps it to a cartesian square. Taking pull-back of

L t◦s−→ N along the morphism K t◦j−→ N , we obtain a diagram

L̃
s̃

−−−→ K
β′
y cart

y β
L

s̄
−−−→ M

t̄
−−−→ K

γ′′
y cart

y γ′ cart
y γ = t ◦ j

L
s

−−−→ M
t

−−−→ K

(4)

built of cartesian squares with the arrow K β−→M uniquely determined by the equalities
t̄ ◦ β = idK, γ

′ ◦ β = j (and with γ′′ ◦ β′ equal to the left vertical arrow j′ in the cartesian
square (3)). Since M t−→ K is a deflation, the functor F , being ’exact’, maps the right
cartesian square of the diagram (4) to a cartesian square. In particular, t̄ ∈ EY,F . By
construction, F tranfers the square (3) to a cartesian square, which implies that it maps
the upper square of the diagram (4) to a cartesian square. The equality t̄ ◦ β = idK
together with the fact that F (̄t) is an isomorphism, implies that F (β) is an isomorphism.
Therefore, F (β′) is an isomorphism. Since s̃ ∈ EY,F by construction, we obtain that F (s̄) is
an isomorphism. So that F (̄t ◦ s̄) is an isomorphism. By hypothesis, the class of deflations
EY satisfies the condition (i) of 5.1, which implies that t̄ ◦ s̄ is a deflation. Since t̄ ◦ s̄ is a
pull-back of t ◦ s, the latter belongs to EZ

Y,F .
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(b) For any strongly ’exact’ functor (CY , ĒY )
F
−−−→ (CZ , ĒZ) and any class of

deflations S of (CY , ĒY ), we have, by 5.1(a), the inclusions

F (SZ) ⊆ (F (S))Z and F (SZ ∩ EY ) ⊆ (F (S))Z ∩ EZ .

So that if S ⊆ EY,F = {s ∈ EY | F (s) ∈ Iso(CZ)}, then F (SZ ∩ EY ) is contained in the

class E~
Z

def= Iso(CZ)Z ∩EZ of deflations with a trivial kernel. Therefore, if E~
Z = Iso(CZ),

then S ⊆ SZ ∩ EY ⊆ ΣF ∩ EY = EY,F , hence EY,F is a stable class of deflations.

5.3. ’Exact’ and strongly ’exact’ localizations. An ’exact’ (resp. strongly

’exact’) functor (CY , ĒY )
q∗

−−−→ (CX , ĒX) will be called an ’exact’ (resp. strongly ’exact’)

localization, if CY
q∗−→ CX is a localization and the essential image of EY (resp. the essential

image of WY ) coincides with EX (resp. with WX).

5.3.1. Note. Since CY
q∗−→ CX is a localization functor, it is determined by the class

of arrows
Σq∗

def= {s ∈ HomCY | q∗(s) ∈ Iso(CX)}.

The fact that (CY , ĒY )
q∗−→ (CX , ĒX) is a ’exact’ localization means that the class of

deflations EY,q∗
def= Σq∗ ∩ EY is invariant under pull-backs.

5.4. Strongly ’exact’ saturation. Every strongly ’exact’ functor

(CY , ĒY )
F
−−−→ (CZ , ĒZ)

factors through a strongly ’exact’ localization (CY , ĒY )
q∗

−−−→ (CX , ĒX) uniquely deter-
mined by the equality Σq∗

F
= ΣF . This implies that for any class of arrows S of a right

exact category (CY , ĒY ), there exists the smallest strongly ’exact’ localization q∗S which
maps all arrows of S to isomorphisms.

In fact, we consider the family ΞS of all strongly ’exact’ functors from (CY , ĒY )
which map all arrows of S to isomorphisms. Since the category CY is svelte, the family
{ΣF | F ∈ ΞS} is a set. Therefore, there is a subset Ξ̃S of ΞS such that {ΣF | F ∈
Ξ̃S} = {ΣF | F ∈ ΞS}. The set of ’exact’ functors Ξ̃S defines an ’exact’ functor ΦS to the
product of the corresponding right exact categories. Evidently, ΣΦS =

⋂
F∈Ξ̃S

ΣF .

We denote Σq∗S
= ΣΦS by S̄ and call it the strongly ’exact’ saturation of S.

5.5. Saturated multiplicative classes of deflations. We call a class of deflations
S of a right exact category with weak equivalences (CX , ĒX) saturated if S̄ ∩ EX = S.

It follows that, for any class of deflations S, the intersection S̄ ∩ EX is the smallest
saturated class of deflations containing S.

Since the localization at S̄ is an ’exact’ functor, in particular it maps deflations to
deflations, the class S̄ is left and right divisible in EX in the sense that if s ◦ e ∈ S̄ and e
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is a deflation, then both s and e are elements of S. In particular, the system of deflations
S̄ ∩ EX is divisible in EX .

5.5.1. Proposition. (a) Suppose that the class of deflations EX satisfies the condi-
tion (i) of 5.1. Then, for any saturated system S of deflations of (CX , ĒX), the class SZ

is multiplicative.
(b) If the system S is stable (that is S = SZ ∩EX), then deflations with trivial kernel

of the quotient right exact category (CS̄−1X , ĒS̄−1X) are isomorphisms.

Proof. (a) Let (CX , ĒX)
q∗−→ (CZ , ĒZ) be the localization at the saturation S̄ of S.

Since, by definition of S̄, the functor q∗ is strongly ’exact’, it follows from 5.2 that the
system SZ is multiplicative.

(b) Let M s′−→ N be a deflation of (CZ , ĒZ) with a trivial kernel. The latter means
that there exists a cartesian square

M
t′

−−−→ N
f′
y cart

y f

M
s′

−−−→ N

(1)

whose upper horizontal arrow is an isomorphism. Since q∗ is an ’exact’ localization functor,
every arrow of EZ is isomorphic to the image of an arrow of EY , there is a deflation
M

s−→ N and an arrow Ñ
φ−→ N such that the pair of arrows q∗(M s−→ N

φ←− Ñ) is

isomorphic to the pair of arrows M s′−→ N
f←− N. Therefore, the functor q∗ maps the

cartesian square

M̃
s̃

−−−→ Ñ

φ′
y cart

y φ
M

s
−−−→ N

(2)

to a square isomorphic to the cartesian square (1). In particular, s̃ is a deflation which
q∗ maps to an isomorphism; that is s̃ ∈ S. Since, by hypothesis, S is stable, the lower

horizontal arrow of (2), M
s−→ N, belongs to S too. Therefore, the arrow M

s′−→ N in the
diagram (1) is an isomorphism.

5.6. Stable saturated classes. For a svelte right exact category with weak equiv-
alences (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX), we denote by Ms(X,EX) the preorder (with respect
to the inclusion) formed by stable saturated classes of deflations of (CX , ĒX) and by
M̃s(X,EX) the (isomorphic to Ms(X,EX)) preorder formed by the strongly ’exact’ satu-
rations {S̄ | S ∈Ms(X,EX)} of these classes.

It follows that every stable saturated class of deflations containing the class WX of
weak equivalences is thick. Notice that, since any saturated class of deflations is stable
and contains all isomorphisms, each element of Ms(X, ĒX) automatically contains WX , if
the latter consists of deflations with trivial kernels.
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6. Functorial properties of spectra.

6.1. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX)
u∗

−−−→ (CU , ĒU ) be an ’exact’ localization having
the following properties:

(1) Σu∗ ⊆ (Σu∗ ∩ EX)Z,
(2) Σu∗ is closed under push-forwards of deflations along arrows of Σu∗ ,
(3) If M e−→ L t←− N are deflations such that the arrows u∗(e) = u∗(t) ◦ φ for some

isomorphism φ, then there exists a pull-back M̃ ẽ−→ L̃ t̃←− Ñ of these arrows along some
morphism L̃ −→ L and a commutative diagram

M
s

−−−→ M̃
s′
y y ẽ

Ñ
t̃

−−−→ L̃

where s, s′ are arrows of Σu∗ and s is a deflation.
Let Σ be a system of deflations containing EX ∩ Σu∗ . Then for any strongly stable

system T of deflations of (CX , ĒX), there is the equality

T ∩ Σ⊥ = EX ∩ u∗
−1

([u∗(T ∩ Σ⊥)]) ∩ Σ⊥. (2)

Proof. The inclusion T′ ⊆ u∗
−1

([u∗(T′)]) for any class of arrows T′ imply, in partic-
ular, that

T ∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ EX ∩
(
u∗
−1

([u∗(T ∩ Σ⊥)]) ∩ Σ⊥. (3)

The claim is that the inverse inclusion holds.

In fact, let L ξ−→ M be an element of EX ∩ u∗
−1

([u∗(T ∩ Σ⊥)]) ∩ Σ⊥. This means
that ξ ∈ EX ∩ Σ⊥ and there exists an isomorphism u∗(ξ) ' u∗(t) for some t ∈ T ∩ Σ⊥.
This isomorphism is represented by a diagram

L
ξ

−−−→ M
σ
x x γ
L′ M′

σ′
y y γ′
L

t
−−−→ M

whose vertical arrows belong to Σu∗ and, in addition, the upper vertical arrows, σ and γ
are deflations. Using the fact that ξ and t are deflations, we can form two cartesian squares

L
ξ

−−−→ M L′
t′

−−−→ M′
γ̃
x cart

x γ and γ̃′
y cart

y γ′
L

ξ′

−−−→ M′ L
t

−−−→ M
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whose vertical arrows belong to Σu∗ and, besides, all arrows of the left square are deflations.

The arrow L′
t′−→ M′ belongs to T ∩ Σ⊥, because t ∈ T ∩ Σ⊥ and both T and Σ⊥

are base change invariant. One can see that the arrows u∗(ξ′) and u∗(t′) are isomorphic.

By hypothesis, there exists a pull-back L̃′
t̃′−→ M̃′ ξ̃←− L̃ of these two arrows along some

morphism M̃′ −→M′ and an isomorphism between them which can be represented by a
commutative diagram

L′′
s

−−−→ L̃

s′
y y ξ̃
L̃′

t̃′

−−−→ M̃′
(4)

whose upper horizontal and left vertical arrows belong to Σu∗ and both horizontal and the
right vertical arrows are deflations. In particular, there exists a kernel pair

Ker2(s) = L̃
∏
s,s

L̃

p1

−−−→
−−−→
p2

L̃.

of the morphism L̂
s−→ L. Since s is a deflation, there exists a cocartesian square

L̃
s

−−−→ L

s′
y cocart

y s′′

L′
e

−−−→ M′

whose arrows belong to Σu∗ . It is easy to see that the arrow L′
e−→M′ is the cokernel of

the pair

Ker2(s)
s′p1

−−−→
−−−→

s′p2

L′.

It follows from the commutativity of the diagram (4) that t̃′ = t̄ ◦ e and ξ̃ = t̄ ◦ s′′

for a uniquely determined morphism M′
t̄−→ M′. Since t′ ∈ T and the system T is left

divisible in EX , the morphism t̄ belongs to T. This shows that an appropriate pull-back
of the morphism ξ belongs to T ◦ Σu∗ , that is ξ ∈ (T ◦ Σu∗)Z. So that we obtained the
inclusion u∗

−1
([u∗(T)]) ⊆ (T ◦ Σu∗)Z which implies the inclusion

EX ∩
(
u∗
−1

([u∗(T)])
)
∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ EX ∩

(
(T ◦ Σu∗)Z

)
∩ Σ⊥. (5)

By 2.3.1, Σ⊥ = (Σ⊥)Z. Therefore, we have

EX ∩ (T ◦ Σu∗)Z
)
∩ Σ⊥ = EX ∩ (T ◦ Σu∗)Z ∩ (Σ⊥)Z =

EX ∩ ((T ◦ Σu∗) ∩ Σ⊥)Z = EX ∩ ((T ◦ Σu∗) ∩ Σ⊥)Z.

Since Σ⊥ is right divisible,

(T ◦ Σu∗) ∩ Σ⊥ = T ◦ (Σu∗ ∩ Σ⊥) ∩ Σ⊥. (6)
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By hypothesis, Σu∗ ⊆ (Σu∗ ∩ EX)Z; and, by the condition (i) which we assume here, the
inclusion (Σu∗ ∩ EX) ⊆ Σ holds for all i ∈ I. Therefore,

Σu∗ ∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ (Σu∗ ∩ EX)Z ∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ ΣZ ∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ (Σ ∩ Σ⊥)Z =WZ
X . (7)

The last inclusion, ΣZ ∩Σ⊥ ⊆ (Σ∩Σ⊥)Z, is due to the fact that if s is an element of the
intersection ΣZ ∩ Σ⊥, then some pull-back of s is an element of Σ ∩ Σ⊥ =WX .

Applying the inclusion Σu∗ ∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ WZ
X from (7) to (6), we obtain the inclusion

(T ◦ Σu∗) ∩ Σ⊥ ⊆
(
T ◦WZ

X

)
∩ Σ⊥. (8)

It follows from (8) that

(T ◦ Σu∗)
)
∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ (T ◦WZ

X) ∩ Σ⊥. (9)

Combining all above (starting with (5)) and using the stability of T and the equality
EX ∩ (T ◦WZ

X) = T , we obtain

EX ∩
(
u∗
−1

([u∗(T)])
)
∩ Σ⊥ ⊆ EX ∩ (T ◦WZ

X)Z ∩ Σ⊥ =

EX ∩ EZ
X ∩ (T ◦WZ

X)Z ∩ Σ⊥ = EX ∩ (EX ∩ (T ◦WZ
X))Z ∩ Σ⊥ =

(EX ∩ T Z) ∩ Σ⊥ = T ∩ Σ⊥

whence the equality (2).

6.2. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX) u∗−→ (CU , ĒU ) be a strongly ’exact’ localization
satisfying the conditions (1)–(3) of 6.1 and such that EX ∩ Σu∗ is a stable system.

Then, for any Q ∈ Spec1,1
sc (X, ĒX) such that Σu∗ ∩ EX ⊆ Q, the system [u∗(Q)]

belongs to the spectrum Spec1,1
sc (U, ĒU ). If Q ∈ Spec1,1

st (X, ĒX), then [u∗(Q)] belongs to
the spectrum Spec1,1

st (U, ĒU ).

Proof. Q ∈ Spec1,1
sc (X, ĒX) and EX∩Σu∗ ⊆ Q. Let T be a strongly stable thick system

of deflations of (CU , ĒU ) properly containing [u∗(Q)]. Since EU = [u∗(EX)], this means
precisely that u∗

−1
(T) contains Q properly, hence it contains Qsc. So that [u∗(Qsc)] ⊆ T.

On the other hand, [u∗(Q)] ( [u∗(Qsc)], because, by 6.1,

EX ∩ u∗
−1

([u∗(Q ∩Q⊥)]) ∩Q⊥ = Q∩Q⊥ =WX ,

while
EX ∩ u∗

−1
([u∗(Qsc ∩Q⊥)]) ∩Q⊥ = Qsc ∩Q⊥ def= Qsc

and, since Q ∈ Spec1,1
sc (X, ĒX), the system Qsc is non-trivial.

Same argument (with T a semitopological system) shows that [u∗(Q)] ∈ Spec1,1
st (U, ĒU )

for any Q ∈ Spec1,1
st (X, ĒX).

46



6.3. Covers. We call a set {(Ui, ĒUi)
ui−→ (U, ĒU ) | i ∈ J} of ’exact’ localizations

a cover of (X, ĒX) if EX ∩
( ⋂
i∈J

Σu∗
i

)
=WX . Below we consider only covers which have

finite subcovers whose elements satisfy the conditions of 6.1.

6.4. Proposition. Let U = {(Ui, ĒUi)
ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ J} be a cover of the

right exact ’space’ (X, ĒX) by strongly ’exact’ localizations which has a finite subcover
U = {(Ui, ĒUi)

ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ I} with the following properties:
(1) Σu∗

i
⊆ (Σu∗

i
∩ EX)Z,

(2) Σu∗
i

is closed under push-forwards of deflations along arrows of Σu∗
i
,

(3) If M e−→ L t←− N are deflations such that the arrows u∗i (e) = u∗i (t) ◦ φ for some

isomorphism φ, then there exists a pull-back M̃ ẽ−→ L̃ t̃←− Ñ of these arrows along some
morphism L̃ −→ L and a commutative diagram

M
s

−−−→ M̃
s′
y y ẽ

Ñ
t̃

−−−→ L̃
where s, s′ are arrows of Σu∗

i
and s is a deflation.

Then the following conditions on a Serre system Σ of deflations of (CX , ĒX) are
equivalent:

(a) Σ ∈ Spec1,1
st (X, ĒX),

(b) Σ ∈ Spec1,1
tc (X, ĒX) and [u∗i (Σ)] ∈ Spec1,1

st (Ui, ĒUi) whenever EX ∩ Σu∗
i
⊆ Σ.

Proof. The implication (a)⇒ (b) follows from C2.4.6.4.
(b) ⇒ (a). Fix a finite subcover UI = {(Ui, ĒUi)

ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ I} of the cover
U. Set IΣ = {j ∈ I | EX,u∗

j
⊆ Σ}. Let Σ be an element of Spec1,1

M (X, ĒX) such that

[u∗i (Σ)] ∈ Spec1,1
t (Ui, ĒUi) for every i ∈ IΣ. The claim is that Σ ∈ Spec1,1

t (X, ĒX).
For every i ∈ IΣ, we denote by S̃i the intersection EX ∩ u∗

−1

i ([u∗i (Σ)]∗) ∩ Σ⊥.
Recall that Σ⊥ is the largest right divisible system having the trivial intersection with

Σ (cf. 2.2). Since Σ is a Serre system of deflations, the right divisible system of deflations
S̃i is non-trivial, and S̃i * Σ. By 4.4.1, this implies that S̃ =

⋂
i∈IΣ

S̃i is not contained in

Σ. Since S̃ ⊆ Σ⊥, this means precisely that S̃ is a non-trivial system.
We consider each of the two cases: IΣ = I and IΣ 6= I.
(i) Suppose that IΣ = I. Set S̃ =

⋂
i∈IΣ

S̃i. The claim is that 〈S̃〉 = Σ which im-

plies that Σ ∈ Spec1,1
st (X, ĒX). The equality 〈S̃〉 = Σ means precisely that if T is a

semitopologizing system of deflations of (X, ĒX) such that S̃ * T, then T ⊆ Σ.
Since S̃ ⊆ Σ⊥, the fact S̃ * T is equivalent to S̃ * T ∩ Σ⊥.
It follows from 6.1 that

T ∩ Σ⊥ = EX ∩ u∗
−1

i ([u∗i (T ∩ Σ⊥)]) ∩ Σ⊥ and

S̃ = S̃ ∩ Σ⊥ = EX ∩ u∗
−1

i ([u∗i (S̃)]) ∩ Σ⊥
(2)
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for every i ∈ I. The equality (2) implies that if S̃ * T ∩ Σ⊥, then [u∗i (S̃)] * [u∗i (T)]. But,
then [u∗i (T)] ⊆ [u∗i (Σ)], whence T ⊆ u∗

−1

i ([u∗i (Σ)]) ∩ EX = Σ.

(ii) Suppose now that IΣ 6= I. Set IΣ = I − IΣ and EΣ
X =

⋂
i∈IΣ

EX,u∗
i
. Since, by the

definition of IΣ, EX,u∗
i

* Σ for all i ∈ IΣ, it follows from 4.4.1 that EΣ
X * Σ.

Set S = S̃ ∩ EΣ
X . The claim is that 〈S〉 = Σ.

Indeed, if T is a semitopologizing system of deflations of (X, ĒX) such that S * T,
then it follows from the argument (i) above that [u∗i (S)] * [u∗i (T)] for some i ∈ I. Notice
that this i belongs to IΣ, because S ⊆ EΣ

X , hence u∗i (S) ⊆ Iso(CUi) ⊆ [u∗i (T)] for every
i ∈ IΣ. Therefore, the end of the argument of (i) applies.

Similar fact (but, with additional assumptions) holds for the spectrum Spec1,1
t (X, ĒX).

6.5. Proposition. Let (CX , ĒX) = (CX ,EX ,WX) be a svelte right exact category
with a stable class of weak equivalences (that is WX = WZ

X ∩ EX) and a left divisible
and weakly right divisible class of deflations (conditions 2.0(c) and 2.0(d)). Let U =
{(Ui, ĒUi)

ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ J} be a cover of the right exact ’space’ (X, ĒX) by strongly
’exact’ localizations which has a finite subcover U = {(Ui, ĒUi)

ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ I} with
the following properties:

(1) Σu∗
i
⊆ (Σu∗

i
∩ EX)Z,

(2) Σu∗
i

is closed under push-forwards of deflations along arrows of Σu∗
i
,

(3) If M e−→ L t←− N are deflations such that the arrows u∗i (e) = u∗i (t) ◦ φ for some

isomorphism φ, then there exists a pull-back M̃ ẽ−→ L̃ t̃←− Ñ of these arrows along some
morphism L̃ −→ L and a commutative diagram

M
s

−−−→ M̃
s′
y y ẽ

Ñ
t̃

−−−→ L̃

where s, s′ are arrows of Σu∗
i

and s is a deflation.
(4) The functors u∗i preserve push-forwards of deflations.
Then the following conditions on a Serre system Σ of deflations of (CX , ĒX) are

equivalent:
(a) Σ ∈ Spec1,1

t (X, ĒX),
(b) Σ ∈ Spec1,1

M (X, ĒX) and [u∗i (Σ)] ∈ Spec1,1
t (Ui, ĒUi) whenever EX ∩ Σu∗

i
⊆ Σ.

Proof. The argument is similar to that of 6.4. Details are left to the reader.

6.6. Comments about the conditions on localizations. In the assertions of
this section, we consider strongly ’exact’ localizations (CX , ĒX) u∗−→ (CU , ĒU ) such that
Σu∗ ∩ EX is stable and the following properties hold:

(1) Σu∗ ⊆ (Σu∗ ∩ EX)Z,
(2) Σu∗ is closed under push-forwards of deflations along arrows of Σu∗ ,
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(3) IfM e−→ L t←− N are deflations such that u∗(e) = u∗(t)◦φ for some isomorphism

φ, then there exists a pull-back M̃ ẽ−→ L̃ t̃←− Ñ of these arrows along some morphism
L̃ −→ L and a commutative diagram

M
s

−−−→ M̃
s′
y y ẽ

Ñ
t̃

−−−→ L̃

where s, s′ are arrows of Σu∗ and s is a deflation.
(1) The condition (1) in combination with the stability of EX,u∗ = Σu∗ ∩ EX implies

that the system of deflations EX,u∗ is saturated (cf. 5.5).
(2) The condition (2) holds if Σu∗ is closed under taking cokernels of pairs of arrows

M
t1−→−→
t2

N such that u∗(t1) = u∗(t2) (see the argument of 6.1).

The condition (2) holds, if the functor u∗ preserves push-forwards of deflations.

(3) It follows from the condition (1) that there exists a pull-back M̃ ẽ−→ L̃ t̃←− Ñ of
the deflations M e−→ L t←− N along some morphism L̃ −→ L such that the isomorphism
φ is described by a diagram

M
s

−−−→ M̃
s′
y y ẽ

Ñ
t̃

−−−→ L̃

whose upper horizontal and left vertical arrows belong to Σu∗ , which the functor u∗ trans-
forms to a commutative diagram. The condition (3) holds for sure if the category CX is
pointed (or, more generally, CX has initial objects and, for any object of CX , there is at
most one morphism to an initial object): it suffices to take a pull-back of the square above
along the unique arrow x −→ L̃ from an initial object.

Notice that the conditions (1), (2), (3) stand finite intersections. So that one talk
about covers and the corresponding pretopology. We shall not go into details of this here.
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7. Spectra of right exact ’spaces’ over a point.

We start with ’spaces’ represented by right exact categories with stable class of weak
equivalences and initial objects and gather together different facts and objservations scat-
tered in the previous sections.

7.0. Right exact ’spaces’ over a point. A “point”, x, is represented by the trivial
right exact category, that is the category Cx with only one (hence identical) arrow.

A right exact ’space’ over a point x is a pair ((X, ĒX), γ), where γ is a continuous
morphism (X, ĒX) −→ x. Right exact ’spaces’ over the point x form a category in a
standard way: morphisms from ((X, ĒX), γ) to (Y, ĒY ), γ̃) are given by morphisms of

’spaces’ X
f−→ Y whose inverse image functor f∗ is an ’exact’ functor from (CY , ĒY ) to

(CX , ĒX) and such that γ̃ ◦ f = γ, which means that f∗ ◦ γ̃∗ ' γ∗.
Recall that continuous means that an inverse image functor Cx

γ∗−→ CX of the mor-
phism γ has a right adjoint. One can see that this condition means precisely that γ∗ maps
the unique object of the category Cx to an initial object of the category CX . It follows
that morphisms of right exact ’spaces’ over a point are precisely those morphisms of right
exact ’spaces’ whose inverse image functor preserves initial objects.

7.0.1. Conventions. We fix a right exact ’space’ ((X, ĒX), γ) over a point x together
with an inverse image functor the morphism γ. The latter means that we fix an initial
object x of the category CX . We assume that (CX , ĒX) has a stable class of weak equiv-
alences and that all split epimorphisms of the category CX are deflations. In particular,
every morphism to an initial object is a deflation.

Since in a general right exact category deflations are not invariant under push-forwards,
we look at the version of the spectral theory based on the notion of a semitopological system
(see Sections 4 and 5). Fix an initial object x of the category CX .

7.1. Stable systems of deflations and subcategories of CX/x. Following general
pattern, we consider the correspondence which assigns to any class of deflations S of
(CX , ĒX) the full subcategory TS of the category CX/x whose objects are pairs (M,M

s→ x)
with s ∈ S. In other words, TS is generated by the kernels of arrows of S. Here by a
kernel of a morphismM f−→ N we understand the pair (Ker(f),Ker(f)→ x) (– an object
of CX/x), where Ker(e)→ x is the canonical morphism.

The stability of a class S of deflations of (CX , ĒX) means that

S = {s ∈ EX | Ker(s) ∈ TS}.

The correspondence S 7−→ TS establishes an isomorphism between the preorder of stable
systems invariant under pull-backs and the preorder formed by strictly full subcategories
of the category CX/x containing kernels of weak equivalences; in particular, they contain
initial objects. The inverse maps assigns to a strictly full subcategory T of the category
CX/x the class ETX of all deflations s such that Ker(s) ∈ T .

Given a strictly full subcategory T of the category CX/x, let KTX denote the class of
all arrows of CX which have a kernel from T . By definition, ETX = EX ∩ KTX . It follows
that (ETX)Z = KTX . So that if S is a stable system of deflations, then SZ = KTS

X , i.e. SZ

consists of all arrows of CX whose kernel exists and belongs to TS .
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7.2. Cartesian closedness and divisibility. A stable system S of deflations of
(CX , ĒX) is cartesian closed iff the corresponding full subcategory TS of the category CX/x
is closed under finite products (taken in CX/x).

A system S is left divisible iff for any M ∈ ObTS and any deflation M −→ N (in
CX/x), the object N belongs to TS . A system S is right divisible if for any object M of
TS , the kernel of any deflation M

e−→ N belongs to TS .

7.3. Strong stability. The class WZ
X contains all morphisms with trivial kernel,

in particular, all monomorphisms. Therefore, the condition S = EX ∩ (S ◦ WZ
X) (which

makes a difference between the strong stability and stability) implies that the subcategory
TS is closed under taking arbitrary (not only “admissible”) subobjects. If morphisms
with trivial kernel are isomorphisms and all weak equivalences are isomorphisms, then
the system S is strongly stable iff the corresponding subcategory is closed under taking
arbitrary subobjects.

7.4. Semitopologizing systems and strongly topologizing subcategories.
Summarizing all above, one can see that the map S 7−→ TS induces an isomorphism be-
tween the preorder of semitopologizing systems of deflations of (CX , ĒX) and the preorder
of full subcategories T of CX which are closed under finite products and subobjects (taken
in CX) and such that for any deflation M e−→ N with M ∈ ObT , the object N belongs
to T . We call such subcategories strongly topologizing.

7.4.1. Note. We use here strongly topologizing, because the name “topologizing
subcategories” was given (years ago) to the most straightforward generalization of this
notion for exact categories [R, Ch.5]. We recall it for completeness: a subcategory T of
an exact category is called topologizing if it is closed under finite products and for any
deflationM e−→ N withM∈ ObT , both N and Ker(e) are objects of the subcategory T .

7.5. Thick systems and thick subcategories. A system S of deflations of
(CX , ĒX) is thick iff the corresponding subcategory TS is thick in the most expected,
ordinary sense: if M e−→ N is a deflation in CX/x, then M is an object of TS iff both
N and Ker(e) are objects of TS . In other words, the subcategory TS is topologizing and
closed under extensions.

7.6. Strongly thick systems and strongly thick subcategories. A system of
deflations S is strongly thick iff the corresponding subcategory TS is strongly topologizing
and closed under extensions; or, what is the same, strongly topologizing and thick.

7.7. Orthogonal complements. We call objects of the subcategory TWX
trivial.

If WX consists of arrows with trivial kernel, then objects of TWX
are pairs (V, V → x),

where V runs through initial objects of CX (i.e. V → x is an isomorphism).
Let T be a strictly full subcategory of the category CX/x containing TWX

. We denote
by T ⊥ the full subcategory of the category CX generated by all objects M of CX such
that the kernel of a deflationM−→ N belongs to T iff it is trivial. It follows that, for any
stable system of deflations S, its orthogonal complement S⊥ contains K

T⊥S
X and is contained

in K
T⊥S
X

⋃
{morphisms of CX without kernel}.
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In particular, if the category CX has kernels of all morphisms, then S⊥ = K
T⊥S
X .

7.8. Serre systems of deflations and Serre subcategories of CX/x. For any
subcategory T of the category CX/x, let T − denote the full subcategory of CX/x generated
by all objectsM having the following property: ifM e−→ N is a non-trivial deflation (that

is Ker(e) is non-trivial), then there exists a non-trivial deflation Ker(e)
ξ−→ L (in CX/x)

with Ker(ξ) ∈ ObT . We call a subcategory T of CX/x a Serre subcategory if T = T −.
There is the equality (EX,T )− = EX,T − .
In particular, a system of deflations S of Σ of deflations of (CX , ĒX) is a Serre system

iff it is stable and TS = T−S . This establishes an isomorphism between the preorders of
Serre systems of deflations of (CX , ĒX) and Serre subcategories of CX/x.

7.9. Strongly closed systems of deflations and strongly closed subcategories
of CX/x. For any subcategory T of the category CX/x, let T † denote the full subcategory
of CX/x generated by objects M ∈ T − such that for any morphism L −→ M from WZ

X ,
the object L belongs to T −.

We call a subcategory T of CX/x strongly closed if T = T †.
It follows from 7.8 and the observation 4.3.3(a) that (EX,T )† = EX,T † . In particular,

a system of deflations S is strongly closed iff it is stable and TS = T†S .

7.10. Strongly ’exact’ functors. An ’exact’ functor (CX , ĒX) F−→ (CY , ĒY ) is
strongly ’exact’ iff it maps cartesian squares of the form

Ker(f) −−−→ xy cart
y

M
f

−−−→ N

(1)

to cartesian squares. If F maps initial objects to initial objects, this condition means that
F preserves kernels of arrows. Since localizations map initial objects to initial objecs, an
’exact’ localization is strongly ’exact’ iff it preserves kernels.

7.10.1. Remark. Since morphisms to initial objects in CX are deflations, it follows
from the diagram (1) that, for a strongly ’exact’ functor (CX , ĒX) F−→ (CY , ĒY ), the class
of arrows ΣF = {s ∈ HomCX | F (s) is invertible} is contained in (ΣF ∩ EX)Z = EZ

X,F iff
all arrows of ΣF have kernels. So that, in the case when all arrows of the category CX
have kernels, ΣF ⊆ EZ

X,F for any strongly ’exact’ functor F .

7.10.2. Kernels of strongly ’exact’ functors. Suppose that a strongly ’exact’
functor (CX , ĒX) F−→ (CY , ĒY ) maps initial objects to initial objects. Then F induces a

functor (CXx , ĒXx)
Fx−→ (CYy , ĒYy), where CXx = CX/x, CYy = CY /y, y = F (x).

One can see that the subcategory TEX,F coincides with the kernel of the functor

CX/x
Fx−→ CY /y, and the latter is naturally equivalent to the full subcategory of kernel of

the functor F generated by all objects N of Ker(F ) having a morphism to x.
We denote the kernel of the functor Fx by Ker(F ).
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7.10.3. Covers by strongly ’exact’ localizations. Elements of the covers we con-
sider here are morphisms (U, ĒU ) u−→ (X, ĒX) whose inverse image functors are strongly
’exact’ localizations such that all arrows of Σu∗ have kernels and the intersection EX,u∗ =
EX ∩ Σu∗ is a stable system of deflations. We call a set

{(Ui, ĒUi)
ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ I}

of such morphisms a cover of the right exact ’space’ (X, ĒX) if EX ∩
( ⋂
i∈J

Σu∗
i

)
=WX , or,

equivalently,
⋂
i∈J

TEX,u∗
i

= TWX
. Taking into consideration the discussion and notation of

7.10.2, we can rewrite the latter equality as
⋂
i∈J

Ker(u∗i ) = TWX
. If the class WX consists

of deflations with a trivial kernel (which is a standard choice), then the trivial subcategory
TWX

is trivial in the usual sense: all its objects are initial.

7.11. The spectra. For every subcategory T of the category CX/x, we denote by
T ? the intersection of all strongly thick subcategories of CX/x which contain properly the
subcategory T . We denote by T? the intersection T ? ∩ T ⊥.

We denote by Spec1,1
SC(X, ĒX) the preorder (with respect to the inverse inclusion)

formed by all strongly closed subcategories T of the category CX/x for which T ? 6= T , or,
equivalently, the subcategory T? is non-trivial.

Similarly, we denote by T ∗ the intersection of all strongly topologizing subcategories
of CX/x properly containing T and set T∗ = T ∗ ∩ T ⊥. We denote by Spec1,1

ST(X, ĒX) the
subpreorder of Spec1,1

SC(X, ĒX) formed by those strongly closed subcategories T of the
category CX/x for which T ∗ 6= T , or, equivalently, T∗ is a non-trivial subcategory of CX/x.

7.11.1. Proposition. The map S 7−→ TS induces isomorphisms

Spec1,1
sc (X, ĒX) ∼−→ Spec1,1

SC(X, ĒX)

Spec1,1
st (X, ĒX) ∼−→ Spec1,1

ST(X, ĒX)
(2)

between the spectra defined in terms of systems of deflations (4.4) and the spectra defined
in terms of strongly closed subcategories.

Proof. The assertion follows from the sketched above dictionary between the stable
systems of deflations of different kind and the subcategories of the category CX/x.

7.11.2. Proposition. Let U = {(Ui, ĒUi)
ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ J} be a cover of the

right exact ’space’ (X, ĒX) by strongly ’exact’ localizations which has a finite subcover
U = {(Ui, ĒUi)

ui−→ (X, ĒX) | i ∈ I} such that, for every i ∈ I, the subcategory Ker(u∗i ) of
CX/x is invariant under push-forwards of deflations (which holds if Ker(u∗i ) is invariant
under cokernels of pairs of arrows).

Then the following conditions on a stronly closed subcategory P of the category CX/x
are equivalent:

(a) P ∈ Spec1,1
ST(X, ĒX),
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(b) P ∈ Spec1,1
SC(X, ĒX) and [u∗i (P)] ∈ Spec1,1

ST(Ui, ĒUi) whenever Ker(u∗i ) ⊆ P.

Proof. The claim is that the assertion follows from 6.4.
If fact, since, by the definition of covers, the arrows of Σu∗

i
have kernels for all i ∈ J ,

the condition (1) of 6.4 holds: Σu∗
i
⊆ (Σu∗

i
∩ EX)Z for all i ∈ J (see 7.10.1).

It follows from isomorphisms of 7.11.1 that one can, replacing the category CX by
CX/x, assume that the category is pointed. Therefore, the condition (3) holds (see 6.6(3)).

Finally, the invariance of the subcategories Ker(u∗i ) under push-forwards of deflations
is what remains of the condition (2) of 6.4.

8. Special cases, some examples.

8.1. The abelian case. Let (CX , ĒX) be an abelian category; that is CX is an
abelian category, deflations are arbitrary epimorphisms and weak equivalences are isomor-
phisms. Then (as it was already mentioned in the text) semitopological classes of deflations
become topological and, therefore, the spectral theories outlined in Sections 3 and 4 coin-
cide. To every class S of epimorphisms of the category CX , we assign a full subcategory
TS of CX whose objects are kernels of morphsisms from S. The correspondence S 7−→ TS
induces isomorphisms between the preorder of topological systems of deflations and the
preorder (with respect to the inclusion) of topological subcategories of the category CX
in the sense of Gabriel (– full subcategories of CX closed under taking subquotients and
finite products). Similarly, S 7−→ TS induces an isomorphism between the preorder of
thick (resp. Serre) systems and the preorder of thick (resp. Serre) subcategories of CX .

Strongly ’exact’ functors between abelian categories are the same as ’exact’ functors
and the latter are just exact functors in the usual sense. And for any exact functor
CX

F−→ CY , the class of arrows ΣF = {s ∈ HomCX | F (s) is an isomorphism} satisfies all
the conditions which appear in the main assertions of Section 6 (and are discussed in 6.6).

It follows from this isomorphisms and coincedences that the results of this work (trans-
lated into the language of topological, thick and Serre subcategories) recover all essential
facts of [R5] (see Appendix 2).

8.2. Spectra of ’spaces’ represented by exact categories. Suppose that
(CX , ĒX) is an exact category. In this case, weak equivalences are isomorphisms and
deflations are called sometimes admissible epimorphisms. Since, for a general exact cate-
gory, deflations are not invariant under push-forwards, we look at the version of the spectral
theory based on the notion of a semitopological system (see Sections 4 and 5).

Following general pattern, we consider the correspondence which assigns to any class
of deflations S the full subcategory TS of the category CX generated by all objects M such
that morphism from M to the zero object belongs to S.

Notice that, since the category CX is additive and weak equivalences are isomorphisms,
the class WZ

X consists of all monomorphisms of the category CX . Therefore, a system S
of deflations of (CX , ĒX) is strongly stable iff the subcategory TS is closed under taking
arbitrary subobjects (cf. 7.3).

The map S 7−→ TS induces an isomorphism between the preorder of semitopologizing
systems of deflations of (CX , ĒX) and the preorder of strongly topologizing subcategories
T of CX which are full subcategories of CX closed under finite products and subobjects
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(taken in CX) and such that for any deflation M e−→ N with M ∈ ObT , the object N
belongs to T (see 7.4).

8.3. A note about the spectral theory of the category of algebras. Let
CX be the category Algk of associative unital algebras over a commutative unital ring k,
deflations are strict (that is surjective) epimorphisms of algebras and weak equivalences
are isomorphisms. The k-algebra k is the canonical initial object of the category Algk and
the category Algk/k is isomorphic to the category of augmented algebras. The category
Algk/k of augmented k-algebras is naturally equivalent to the category Alg1

k of non-unital

k-algebras. The equivalence is given by the functor Alg1
k

ι∗k−→ Algk/k which assigns to a
non-unital k-algebra R the augmented algebra (k⊕R, k⊕R → k). Its quasi-inverse functor
maps an augmented algebra (A, ξA) to its augmentation ideal Ker(ξA).

We have a commutative diagram of functors

Alg1
k

ι∗k
−−−→ Algk/k

j∗k
−−−→ Algk

f̃∗
xy f̃∗ f̄∗

xy f̄∗ f∗
xy f∗

k −mod
Id
−−−→ k −mod

Id
−−−→ k −mod

(1)

where f̃∗ is the forgetful functor, f̃∗ its left adjoint which assigns to every k-module V the
irrelevant ideal T≥1

k (V ) =
⊕
n≥1

V ⊗kn of the tensor algebra Tk(V ) of the module V ; j∗k is

the canonical forgetful functor and the functor f̄∗ assigns to each k-module V the tensor
algebra Tk(V ) with the canonical augmentation and f∗ is the forgetful functor.

By 7.11.1, the spectral theory outlined here requires only the category Algk/k of
augmented k-algebras. There is another pair of adjoint functors

k −mod
ϕ∗−→←−
ϕ∗

Algk/k, (2)

where the functor ϕ∗ assigns to each k-module V the k-algebra k ⊕ V with V · V = 0. Its
left adjoint functor, ϕ∗, assigns to every augmented k-algebra (A,A

ξA→ k) the k-module
Ker(ξA)/Ker(ξA)2. The composition ϕ∗ ◦ ϕ∗ is the identical functor, which means that
ϕ∗ is a fully faithful functor and, therefore, ϕ∗ is a localization functor. The functor
ϕ∗ is ’exact’ and induces a natural equivalence between the category k − mod and the
topologizing subcategory T0 of the category Algk/k whose objects are those augmented

algebras (A,A
ξA→ k) for which Ker(ξA)2 = 0. Thus, the spectrum of the ’space’ Sp(k)

(which is isomorphic to Spec(k) – the prime spectrum of k, is embedded into Spec1,1
ST(Xx).

The picture looks slightly simpler in terms of the category CA1
X

= Alg1
k of non-unital

k-algebras. Namely, the pair of adjoint functors (2) corresponds to the funcors

k −mod
γ∗−→←−
γ∗

Alg1
k, (2′)

where γ∗ assigns to each k-module V the same k-module with the zero multiplication and
the functor γ∗ maps each non-unital k-algebra A to the k-module A/A2. The kernel of
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the localization functor γ∗ is the full subcategory CAf
X

= Algf
k of the category Alg1

k = CA1
X

whose objects are so-called firm algebras A defined by the equality A2 = A (evidently,
every unital algebra is firm). One can show that the spectrum Spec1,1

ST(A1
X , ĒA1

X
) is the

disjoint union of the image of the prime spectrum of k and the spectrum Spec1,1
ST(Af

X , ĒAf
X

)
of the right exact ’space’ represented by the subcategory of firm k-algebras.

8.3.1. Generalizations. Let C̃X = (CX ,�, I) be a monoidal category with ’tensor’
product � and the unit object I. We assume that CX is a pointed category with countable
colimits preserved by ’tensor product; and tensoring any object by a zero object produces a
zero object. Besides, CX is endowed with a right exact structure EX with weak equivalences
WX such that all split epimorphisms of CX are deflations, both respected by the ’tensor’
product �. The latter means that α�β is a deflation (resp. a weak equivalence), if α and
β are deflations (resp. weak equivalences).

Let CAX denote the category AlgC̃X
of algebras in the C̃X (in classical sources, like

[ML], the objects of AlgC̃X are called monoids). Thanks to the existence of countable
coproducts and the compatibility of ’tensor’ product with them, the forgetful functor
CAX

f∗−→ CX has a left adjoint, f∗ which assigns to every object V of the monoidal category
C̃X its tensor algebra (T (V ), µV ), where T (V ) =

⊕
n≥0

V �n and the multiplication µV is

given by the canonical isomorphisms V �n � V �m ∼−→ V �n+m. Here V �0 def= I.
The category of algebras has a natural initial object – the ’unit’ algebra I. We denote

the category AlgC̃X/I of augmented algebras by CA1
X

.
If the category CX is additive, then the category of augmented algebras is naturally

equivalent to the category Alg1

C̃X
of non-unital algebras.

Like in the case of k-algebras, we have a commutative diagram of functors

CA1
X

j∗X
−−−→ CAX

f̄∗
xy f̄∗ f∗

xy f∗

CX
Id
−−−→ CX

(3)

where j∗X is the functor which forgets augmentation.
We define deflations on the category CAX of algebras by setting EAX = f−1

∗ (EX)
and weak equivalences by WAX = f−1

∗ (WX). The right exact structure on the category
of augmented algebras induced via the forgetful functor j∗X , so that EA1

X
= f̄−1
∗ (EX) and

WA1
X

= f̄−1
∗ (WX) (see the diagram (3)).

There is also the embedding CX
φ∗−→ CA1

X
, which assigns to every object V of CX

the algebra (I⊕ V, µ0
V ), where µ0

V is the multiplication trivial on V . This embedding has

a left adjoint, CAX
φ∗−→ CA1

X
, which maps every augmented algebra (A,A

ξA→ I) to the
object Ker(ξA)/(Ker(ξA)2. Notice that the object Ker(ξA) exists because ξA is a split
epimorphism, hence a deflation.
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The embedding CX
φ∗−→ CA1

X
induces an embedding of the spectrum Spec1,1

ST(X, ĒX)
of the ’space’ (X, ĒX) into the spectrum Spec1,1

ST(A1
X , ĒA1

X
) of the ’space’ (A1

X , ĒA1
X

)
represented by the right exact category of augmented algebras.

8.3.2. Example. Let R be an associative unital k-algebra and CX the monoidal
category of R-bimodules endowed with the standard exact structure. Algebras in this
monoidal category are associative unital k-algebras A endowed with an algebra morphism
R

ψA−→ A. In other words, the category of algebras is isomorphic to the category R\Algk
of k-algebras over R. Augmented algebras are triples (ψA, A, ξA), where A

ξA−→ R is
the left inverse to ψA, that is ξA ◦ ψA = idR. The right exact structure on the cate-
gory of (augmented) algebras over R is standard: deflations are surjective morphisms and
weak equivalences are isomorphisms. We have the natural embedding of the spectrum
Spec1,1

ST(X, ĒX) of the ’space’ (X, ĒX) represented by the category of R-bimodules into
the spectrum Spec1,1

ST(A1
X , ĒA1

X
) of the ’space’ (A1

X , ĒA1
X

) represented by the right exact
category of augmented algebras. The complement to the image of Spec1,1

ST(X, ĒX) is the
spectrum of the ’subspace’ (Af

X , ĒAf
X

) of the right exact ’space’ (A1
X , ĒA1

X
) represented by

the subcategory of all augmented rings (ψA, A, ξA) such that Ker(ξA)2 = Ker(ξA). These
augmented algebras correspond to the firm non-unital k-algebras over the algebra R.
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Appendix 1: some properties of kernels.

A1.1. Proposition. Let M
f−→ N be a morphism of CX which has a kernel pair,

M ×N M
p1−→−→
p2

M. Then the morphism f has a kernel iff p1 has a kernel, and these two

kernels are naturally isomorphic to each other.

Proof. Suppose that f has a kernel, i.e. there is a cartesian square

Ker(f)
k(f)
−−−→ M

f ′
y cart

y f
x

iN
−−−→ N

(1)

Then we have the commutative diagram

Ker(f)
γ

−−−→ M ×N M
p2
−−−→ M

f ′
y p1

y cart
y f

x
iM
−−−→ M

f
−−−→ N

(2)

which is due to the commutativity of (1) and the fact that the unique morphism x
iN−→ N

factors through the morphism M
f−→ N . The morphism γ is uniquely determined by

the equality p2 ◦ γ = k(f). The fact that the square (1) is cartesian and the equalities
p2 ◦ γ = k(f) and iN = f ◦ iM imply that the left square of the diagram (2) is cartesian,

i.e. Ker(f)
γ

−−−→M ×N M is the kernel of the morphism p1.
Conversely, if p1 has a kernel, then we have a diagram

Ker(p1)
k(p1)
−−−→ M ×N M

p2
−−−→ M

p′1

y cart p1

y cart
y f

x
iM
−−−→ M

f
−−−→ N

which consists of two cartesian squares. Therefore the square

Ker(p1)
k(f)
−−−→ M

p′1

y cart
y f

x
iN
−−−→ N

with k(f) = p2 ◦ k(p1) is cartesian.

A1.2. Remarks. (a) Needless to say that the picture obtained in (the argument of)

A1.1 is symmetric, i.e. there is an isomorphism Ker(p1)
τ ′f−→ Ker(p2) which is an arrow
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in the commutative diagram

Ker(p1)
k(p1)
−−−→ M ×N M

p1
−−−→ M

τ ′f

yo τf

yo y idM
Ker(p2)

k(p2)
−−−→ M ×N M

p2
−−−→ M

(b) Let a morphism M
f−→ N have a kernel pair, M×NM

p1−→−→
p2

M, and a kernel. Then,

by A1.1, there exists a kernel of p1, so that we have a morphism Ker(p1)
k(p1)
−−−→M ×N M

and the diagonal morphism M
∆M

−−−→M ×N M . Since the left square of the commutative
diagram

x −−−→ Ker(p1)
p′1
−−−→ xy cart c(p1)

y y
M

∆M

−−−→ M ×N M
p1
−−−→ M

is cartesian and compositions of the horizontal arrows are identical morphisms, it follows
that its left square is cartesian too. Loosely, one can say that the intersection of Ker(p1)
with the diagonal of M ×N M is zero. If there exists a coproduct Ker(p1)

∐
M , then the

pair of morphisms Ker(p1)
k(p1)
−−−→M ×N M

∆M

←−−−M determine a morphism

Ker(p1)
∐

M −−−→M ×N M.

If the category CX is additive, then this morphism is an isomorphism, or, what is the
same, Ker(f)

∐
M ' M ×N M . In general, it is rarely the case, as the reader can find

out looking at the examples of 1.4.

A1.3. Proposition. Let

M̃
f̃

−−−→ Ñ

g̃
y cart

y g

M
f

−−−→ N

(3)

be a cartesian square. Then Ker(f) exists iff Ker(f̃) exists, and they are naturally iso-
morphic to each other.

A1.4. The kernel of a composition and related facts. Fix a category CX with
an initial object x.

A1.4.1. The kernel of a composition. Let L
f−→M and M

g−→ N be morphisms
such that there exist kernels of g and g ◦ f . Then the argument similar to that of A1.3
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shows that we have a commutative diagram

Ker(gf)
f̃

−−−→ Ker(g)
g′

−−−→ x

k(gf)
y cart

y k(g) cart
y iN

L
f

−−−→ M
g

−−−→ N

(1)

whose both squares are cartesian and all morphisms are uniquely determined by f, g and
the (unique up to isomorphism) choice of the objects Ker(g) and Ker(gf).

Conversely, if there is a commutative diagram

K
u

−−−→ Ker(g)
g′

−−−→ x

t
y cart

y k(g)
y iN

L
f

−−−→ M
g

−−−→ N

whose left square is cartesian, then its left vertical arrow, K t−→ L, is the kernel of the

composition L
g◦f
−−−→ N .

A1.4.2. Remarks. (a) It follows from A1.3 that the kernel of L
f−→ M exists iff

the kernel of Ker(gf)
f̃

−−−→ Ker(g) exists and they are isomorphic to each other. More
precisely, we have a commutative diagram

Ker(f̃)
k(f̃)
−−−→ Ker(gf)

f̃
−−−→ Ker(g)

g′

−−−→ x

o
y k(gf)

y cart
y k(g) cart

y iN
Ker(f)

k(f)
−−−→ L

f
−−−→ M

g
−−−→ N

whose left vertical arrow is an isomorphism.
(b) Suppose that (CX ,EX) is a right exact category (with an initial object x). If the

morphism f above is a deflation, then it follows from this observation that the canonical

morphism Ker(gf)
f̃

−−−→ Ker(g) is a deflation too. In this case, Ker(f) exists, and we
have a commutative diagram

Ker(f̃)
k(f̃)
−−−→ Ker(gf)

f̃
−−−→ Ker(g)

o
y k(gf)

y cart
y k(g)

Ker(f)
k(f)
−−−→ L

f
−−−→ M

whose rows are conflations.

The following observations is useful (and are used) for analysing diagrams.
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A1.4.3. Proposition.(a) Let M
g−→ N be a morphism with a trivial kernel. Then

a morphism L
f−→ M has a kernel iff the composition g ◦ f has a kernel, and these two

kernels are naturally isomorphic one to another.
(b) Let

L
f

−−−→ M

γ
y y g

M̃
φ

−−−→ N

be a commutative square such that the kernels of the arrows f and φ exist and the kernel
of g is trivial. Then the kernel of the composition φ ◦ γ is isomorphic to the kernel of the
morphism f , and the left square of the commutative diagram

Ker(f)
∼

−−−→ Ker(φγ)
k(f)
−−−→ L

f
−−−→ M

γ̃
y cart γ

y y g

Ker(φ)
k(φ)
−−−→ M̃

φ
−−−→ N

is cartesian.

Proof. (a) Since the kernel of g is trivial, the diagram A1.4.1(1) specializes to the
diagram

Ker(gf)
f̃

−−−→ x
idx
−−−→ x

k(gf)
y cart

y k(g)
y iN

L
f

−−−→ M
g

−−−→ N

with cartesian squares. The left cartesian square of this diagram is the definition of Ker(f).
The assertion follows from A1.4.1.

(b) Since the kernel of g is trivial, it follows from (a) that Ker(f) is naturally isomor-
phic to the kernel of g ◦ f = φ ◦ γ. The assertion follows now from A1.4.1.

A1.4.4. Corollary. Let CX be a category with an initial object x. Let L
f−→ M be

a strict epimorphism and M
g−→ N a morphism such that Ker(g)

k(g)
−−−→ M exists and is

a monomorphism. Then the composition g ◦ f is a trivial morphism iff g is trivial.

A1.4.4.1. Note. The following example shows that the requirement ”Ker(g) −→M
is a monomorphism” in A1.4.4 cannot be omitted.

Let CX be the category Algk of associative unital k-algebras, and let m be an ideal
of the ring k such that the epimorphism k −→ k/m does not split. Then the identical
morphism k/m −→ k/m is non-trivial, while its composition with the projection k −→ k/m
is a trivial morphism.
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Appendix 2. Geometry of ’spaces’ represented by abelian categories.

Below we sketch parts of the spectral theory of ’spaces’ represented by svelte abelian
categories which were serving as a guide for this work.

A2.1. Topologizing subcategories and the spectrum Spec(−). A full subcate-
gory of an abelian category CX is called topologizing if it is closed under finite coproducts
and subquotients. For an object M , we denote by [M ] the smallest topologizing subcat-
egory of CX containing M . One can show that objects of [M ] are subquotients of finite
coproducts of copies of M . The spectrum Spec(X) of the ’space’ X consists of all nonzero
[M ] such that [L] = [M ] for any nonzero subobject L of M . We endow Spec(X) with the
preorder ⊇ which is called (with a good reason) the specialization preorder.

If M is a simple object, then the objects of [M ] are isomorphic to finite direct sums
of copies of M and [M ] is a minimal element of (Spec(X),⊇). If CX is the category of
modules over a commutative unital ring R, then the map p 7−→ [R/p] is an isomorphism
between the prime spectrum of R with specialization preorder and (Spec(X),⊇).

A2.2. Local ’spaces’. An abelian category CY (and the ’space’ Y ) is called local
if it has the smallest nonzero topologizing subcategory. It follows that this subcategory
coincides with [M ] for any of its nonzero objects M ; so that it is the smallest element of
Spec(Y ). If a local category has a simple object, M , then this smallest category coincides
with [M ]. In particular, all simple objects of CY (if any) are isomorphic one to another.
The category of modules over a commutative ring is local iff the ring is local.

A2.3. Serre subcategories and Spec−(−). A topologizing subcategory of an
abelian category CX is called thick if it is closed under extensions. For any subcategory
T of CX , let T − denote the full subcategory of CX whose objects are characterized by
the property: their subquotients has nonzero subobject from T . One can show that
(T −)− = T − and the subcategory T − is thick. We call a subcategory T of CX a Serre
subcategory if T = T −.

Let Spec−(X) denote the set of all Serre subcategories P such that the quotient
category CX/P is local. One can show that if CX is a locally noetherian Grothendieck
category (more generally, a Grothendieck category with a Gabriel-Krull dimension), then
Spec−(X) is isomorphic to the Gabriel spectrum of CX .

Let Spec1
t (X) denote the set of all Serre subcategories of CX such that the intersection

P∗ of all topologizing subcategories properly containing P is not equal to P.

A2.4. Theorem. (a) Spec1
t (X) ⊆ Spec−(X).

(b) The map which assigns to a topologizing subcategory Q the union Q̂ of all topolo-
gizing subcategories which do not contain Q is a bijection Spec(X) ∼−→ Spec1

t (X).

(c) Let T be a Serre subcategory of CX and CX
q∗−→ CX/T the localization functor.

(c1) If T 6⊇ [M ] ∈ Spec(X), then [q∗(M)] ∈ Spec(X/T ).
(c2) The map P 7−→ q∗

−1
(P) is a bijection from Spec−(X/T ) onto the subset

{P ∈ Spec−(X) | T ⊆ P}.
(d) Let {Ti | i ∈ J} be a finite set of Serre subcategories such that

⋂
i∈J
Ti = 0. Then
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(d1) Spec−(X) =
⋃
i∈J

Spec−(X/Ti).

(d2) An element P of Spec−(X) belongs to Spec1
t (X) iff P/Ti ∈ Spec1

t (X/Ti)
whenever Ti ⊆ P.

The assertion (c) can be extracted from [R, Ch.III]. The (most important) last asser-
tion says that an element of Spec−(X) belongs to Spec1

t (X) (that is corresponds to an
element of Spec(X)) iff it belongs to Spec1

t (X) locally. Two different proofs of this fact
are in [R4] and [R5]. The argument in [R5] is based on some simple properties of Serre
subcategories and the Gabriel multiplication of topologizing categories.

A2.5. Geometric center of a ’space’ and reconstruction of commutative
schemes. Recall that the center of the category CY is the (commutative) ring of endo-
morphisms of its identical functor. If CY is a category of left modules over an associative
unital ring R, then the center of CY is naturally isomorphic to the center of R.

We endow the spectrum Spec(X) with Zariski topology (which we do not describe
here). The map ÕX which assigns to every open subset W of Spec(X) the center of the
quotient category CX/SW , where SW =

⋂
Q∈W

Q̂, is a presheaf on Spec(X). We denote by

OX its associated sheaf. One can show that the stalk of the sheaf OX at a point Q of the
spectrum is isomorphic to the center of the local category CX/Q̂, and the center of a local
category is a local commutative ring. The locally ringed space (Spec(X),OX) is called
the geometric center (or Zariski geometric center) of the ’space’ X.

One of the consequences of the theorem above is the following reconstruction theorem:

A2.6. Theorem. If CX is the category of quasi-coherent sheaves on a commutative
quasi-compact quasi-separated scheme, then the geometric center (Spec(X),OX) of the
’space’ X is naturally isomorphic to the scheme. So that any quasi-separated quasi-compact
commutative scheme is canonically reconstructed, uniquely up to isomorphism, from its
category of quasi-coherent sheaves.

If the scheme is noetherian, this theorem recovers the Gabriel’s reconstruction theorem
[Gab], because it is easy to show that if CX is the category of modules over a commutative
noetherian ring, then the injective spectrum of CX is naturally isomorphic to Spec(X).

A2.7. Geometric realization of a noncommutative scheme. Let CX be an
abelian category with enough objects of finite type. We have a contravariant pseudo-
functor from the category of the Zariski open sets of the spectrum Spec(X) to Cat which
assigns to each open set U of Spec(X) the quotient category CX/SU , where SU =

⋂
Q∈U
Q̂,

and to each embedding U ↪→ V the corresponding localization functor. To this psedo-
functor, there corresponds (by a standard formalism) a fibred category over the Zariski
topology of Spec(X). The associated stack, Fz

X , is a stack of local categories: its stalk at
each point Q of Spec(X) is equivalent to the local category CX/Q̂.

We regard the stack Fz
X as a geometric realization of the abelian category CX .

If X is a (noncommutative) scheme, then the stack Fz
X is locally affine.

63



A2.8. Note: geometric realization of noncommutative schemes and ringed
spaces. Taking the center of each fiber of the stack Fz

X , we recover the presheaf of
commutative rings ÕX , hence the geometric center of the ’space’ X.

Notice that the stalks at points of a noncommutative scheme are local abelian cate-
gories, which only in exceptional cases are equivalent to categories of modules over rings.
This explains why imposing that noncommutative schemes should be ringed topological
spaces over injective (or some other) spectrum did not work.

A2.9. The spectrum Spec0
c(X). If CX is the category of quasi-coherent sheaves on

a non-quasi-compact scheme, like, for instance, the flag variety of a Kac-Moody Lie algebra,
or a noncommutative scheme which does not have a finite affine cover (say, the quantum
flag variety of a Kac-Moody Lie algebra, or the corresponding quantum D-scheme), then
the spectrum Spec(X) is not sufficient. It should be replaced by the spectrum Spec0

c(X)
whose elements are coreflective topologizing subcategories of CX of the form [M ]c (i.e.
generated by the object M) such that if L is a nonzero subobject of M , then [L]c = [M ]c.

There is a natural map Spec(X) −→ Spec0
c(X) which assigns to every Q ∈ Spec(X)

the smallest coreflective subactegory [Q]c containing Q. If the category CX has enough
objects of finite type, this canonical map is a bijection.

A2.10. Theorem. Let {Ti | i ∈ J} be a set of coreflective thick subcategories of

an abelian category CX such that
⋂
i∈J
Ti = 0; and let CX

u∗i−→ CX/Ti be the localization

functor. The following conditions on a nonzero coreflective topologizing subcategory Q of
CX are equivalent:

(a) Q ∈ Spec0
c(X),

(b) [u∗i (Q)]c ∈ Spec0
c(X/Ti) for every i ∈ J such that Q * Ti.

One of the consequences of this theorem is the following reconstruction theorem.

A2.11. Theorem. Let CX be the category of quasi-coherent sheaves on a commu-
tative scheme X = (X ,O). Suppose that there is an affine cover {Ui ↪→ X | i ∈ J} of the
scheme X such that all immersions Ui ↪→ X , i ∈ J, have a direct image functor (say, the
scheme X is quasi-separated). Then the geometric center (Spec0

c(X),OX) is isomorphic
to the scheme X.

If X = (X ,O) is a quasi-compact quasi-separated scheme, then the category CX
of quasi-coherent sheaves on X has enough objects of finite type, hence the spectrum
Spec0

c(X) coincides with Spec(X). Thus, the reconstruction theorem for quasi-compact
quasi-separated schemes is a special case of the theorem above.
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